Tindemans in Syria to discuss hostages 

DAMASCUS (R) — Belgian Foreign Minister Leo Tindemans arrived in 
Damascus Friday for talks about Belgian hostages held in Lebanon and the 
Arab-lsraeil conflict. Tindemans told Renters at Damascus airport that 
discussions with his Syrian counterpart Farouq A1 Shara would also cover 
bilateral relations and developments in the Middle East. The minister said: 
“the Middle East in general is one of Che main topics of international 
politics at this moment and bilateral relations between Syria and Belgium is 
another interesting one... We also have some topics to explain to Syrian 
authorities...” Asked if he bad an initiative to push forward the Middle 
East peace process, Tindemans said the topic had a particular importance 
at present, and with Syria's position in the area discussions now were 
especially important He said he would also discuss the fate of Belgian 
hostages held in Lebanon, where Syria is the main foreign power broker. 
“We thought it would be interesting at this moment to see together what Is 
exactly the situation and what could be done.” A Belgian doctor went 
missing hi South Lebanon after visiting a Palestinian refugee camp on May 
21 last year. A previously unknown group calling itself “the Soldiers of 
Troth” claimed responsibility. 
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Hungary ready to host peace talks 

BUDAPEST (Rt — Hungary said Friday it was ready to host an 
international peace conference on the Middle East at the request of 
Palestine Liberation Organisation Chairman Yasser Arafat. The Hunga¬ 
rian News Agency (MTU said Arafat told Hungarian Prime Minister 
Mikius Nemeth he agreed with a Soviet proposal that such a conference 
should begin in six to nine months. “At the request of Mr. Arafat, the 
Hungarian government gave the promise that it would organise the 
international conference," MT1 said. Nemeth has said be expects to resume 
full diplomatic relations with Israel in the first half or this year. Ties were 
broken over the 1967 six-day war. The prime minister told Arafat, who 
arrived in Budapest on Thursday, that Hungary had raised its voice in talks 
with Israel and Jewish organisations for a political settlement in the Middle 
East. “In this context, Mr. Nemeth noted dial Hungary would gladly 
accept a mediating rok and supports... the settlement process of the Middle 
East situation." MT1 said. 
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Regent warns of Mideast conflagration 


AMMAN (R) — His Royal High¬ 
ness Crown Prince Hassan has 
urged Washington and Moscow 
to work urgently for peace in the 
Middle East or see the region 
plunged into renewed war. 

"The contradiction between 
dismantling missiles in Europe 
and the continued increase in 
armaments in the Middle East is 
an extremely worrying and sober¬ 
ing thought." he told Reuters in 
an interview Wednesday. 

He said the spread of chemical, 
biological and nuclear weapons in 
the area had raised the stakes for 
everyone. 

"The possibility of regional 
conflict, inviting superpower in¬ 
volvement. is very likely in¬ 
deed... 

"it stands to reason that the 
rwo superpowers cannot talk ab¬ 
out detente in the European or 
global picture without consider¬ 
ing the Middle East," he de¬ 
clared. 

He praised Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze's 
ideas for high-level consultations 

Prince 

Hassan 

visits 

Shidieh 

Mines 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent. Friday paid a sur¬ 
prise visit to Shidieh Phosphate 
Mines. 60 kilometres south east 
of Ma'an. 

During the visit, the Regent 
inspected work at the site and was 
briefed on the future projects of 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company, which include joint 
industrial projects with other 
countries, so as to produce and 
export phosphoric arid and other 
products related to manufactur¬ 
ing phosphate. 

Crown Prince Hassan also in¬ 
spected the site of the proposed 
residential city for the mine- 
workers and the various facilities 
in the area. 


among U.N. Security Council 
members to prepare for an inter¬ 
national Middle East conference. 

Recent diplomatic activity by 
the PLO, Arab countries and the 
European Community, as well as 
Soviet discussions with Israel and 
Israeli-Palestinian contacts, were 
helping to create an atmosphere 
of movement. 

“But the crucial issue is that 
the exchange of peace for terri¬ 
tory has to be a clearly defined 
position on the part of the Israeli 
government." Prince Hassan 
said. 

He criticised Israel's refusal to 
offer the people of the West Bank 
and Gaza anything beyond the 
IV78 Camp David agreement 
which called for limited Palesti¬ 
nian autonomy. 

“All we are seeing is a pale 
imitation of the Camp David for¬ 
mula. an invitation to some form 
of political self-expression under 
occupation. 

"This cannot under any cir¬ 
cumstances be regarded as listen¬ 
ing to the Palestinian people 


themselves, whether those inside 
the occupied territories or 
beyond," he said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has vowed not to allow an 
independent Palestinian state in 
the West Bank and Gaza or to 
talk to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan, by 
disengaging from the West Bank 
in July, had intended to show that 
it recognised the “political in¬ 
tegrity of the Palestinians and 
their right to a state." 

"Jordan’s role now is to prom¬ 
ote and support a Palestinian 
solution on Palestinian soil. If 
their wish is to create a Palesti¬ 
nian state, we fully support it and 
have recognised it." 

But it was putting the cart 
before the horse to ask whether 
Jordan would form a confedera¬ 
tion with a future Palestinian 
state. 

"All I can say is that by defini¬ 
tion we are for any step that could 
further inter-Arab cooperation." 
he said. 


Jordan understood the new 
U.S. administration's need to 
study its Middle East policy but 
urgency was needed. 

“When you look clinically at 
what is happening in the occupied 
territories, every day wasted is a 
day in favour of further fanaticism 
and extremism on ail sides," he 
said. 

The Crown Prince condemned 
Salman Rushdie's novel The Sata¬ 
nic Verses as blasphemous but 
said that the row about it was 
unworthy of Islam. 

“This gross overemphasis on 
what is clearly an offensive and 
blasphemous book only contri¬ 
butes to spreading rhe notoriety 
and the blasphemy, and to invit¬ 
ing this ghastly lampoon carica¬ 
ture image of Muslims as intoler¬ 
ant," he told Reuters in an inter¬ 
view. 

“Islam is a great religion and 
greater than considering its 
vulnerable to being denigrated by 
another piece of writing." he 
said. 


Massive car bomb kills 12, 
injures 150 in east Beirut 


BEIRUT (R) — A massive car bomb ex¬ 
ploded by an east Beirut bakery crowded 
with shoppers Friday, killing at least 12 and 
wounding more than 150, hospital sources 
said. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Friday visits the Shidieh Phosphate Mines 
(Petra photo) 

Once work gets completed at lions of tonnes. A total of 1.2 tonnes in 1992. 
the mine, the installations and billion tonnes of phosphate have The production capacity is 
factories due to be built, will so far been found in an area not pected to increase to six mil! 

constitute the largest phosphate exceeding 30 square kilometres, tonnes in 1996 and 9 mill 

producing complex in Jordan. Production is expected to ex- tonnes in the year 2000. 

Shidieh region is known to ceed half a million tonnes this In twenty years time, the p 

contain a large reserve of phos- year. The factory's production duction is expected to approi 

phate. amounting to several bil- capacity will rise to 3 billion fifteen million tonnes. 


Shamir rules out territorial 
compromise in Mideast peace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
IAP) — Israel was headed for a 
possible collision with the United 
States over Middle East peace 
policies Friday as Israeli leaders 
insisted they would not give up 
occupied lands or talk to the 
PLO. and would build more Jew¬ 
ish settlements. 

Israel's hardline stance was de¬ 
clared anew in defiance of mount¬ 
ing U.S. pressure on Israel to 
show greater flexibility at a time 
when the 15-month Palestinian 
uprising has attracted great 
world sympathy. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker suggested this week in 
Washington that Israel could be 
forced to speak to the PLO. He 
told visiting Israeli Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Moshc Arens that Israel must 
stop building Jewish settlements 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Washington has long held that 
in exchange for peace. Israel 
must withdraw from some of the 
land it occupied in the 1967 Mid¬ 
dle East war. 

But Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said in an interview pub¬ 
lished Friday that the peace plan 
he will take to Washington next 
month will not include giving up 
land. 

“In everything I will present, 
there is no territorial element.” 
Shamir told the daily Haaretz. “I 
don't think anv kind' of territorial 


combination can help in achiev¬ 
ing peace or quelling the (Israeli- 
Arab) conflict." 

At the same time, an Israeli 
defence expert said a Defence 
Ministry study has concluded thar 
Israel cannot afford to return 
parts of the Israeli-annexed 
Golan Heights to Syria in ex¬ 
change for peace. 

Motti Gur. a former chief of 
staff who headed the study, 
claimed Israeli security would be 
compromised if Israel returned 
the strategic territory it captured 
in 1967. 

In his newspaper interview. 
Shamir said he would propose a 
step-by-step solution of the Arab- 
israeli conflict when he meets 
with U.S. President George Bush 
next month. 

“We are talking about stages 
that can satisfy to a great extent 
some of the aspirations of the 
Arabs who live with us, without 
endangering Israel’s security." 
Shamir said. 

Shamir did not elaboarate, but 
in the past he has proposed li¬ 
mited Palestinian autonomy lead¬ 
ing to an unspecified final settle¬ 
ment. 

Palestinian leaders have re¬ 
jected the proposal, saying they 
fear it is an Israeli ruse to block 
their key demand, the creation of 
a Palestinian state. 

Isael's government, a coalition 
of Shamir's right-wing Likud Bloc 


and the left-leaning Labour Par¬ 
ty, opposes a Palestinian state 
and has ruled out talks with the 
PLO. 

But Arens left open the possi¬ 
bility of compromise after Baker 
said Israel may have no choice 
but to talk to the PLO. 

Speaking Thursday to Jewish 
leaders in New York. Arens said 
Israel would "spare no effort to 
identify interlocutors amongst the 
Palestinian population" in the 
occupied territories. 

“And it may very well be that 
such authentic interlocutors, 
some of them may end up being 
sympathisers of the PLO," he 
said. 

Shamir spokesman Yossi 
Ahimeir played down Arens' 
statement, saying that Israel's 
position had not changed. 

“We will never talk to people 
who are affiliated, who are con¬ 
nected with the PLO Sympathis¬ 
ers is a vague term. There are 
even many PLO. sympathisers 
among Israelis." Ahimeir told the 
Associated Press. 

Shamir also said in the Haaretz 
interview that Israel would con¬ 
tinue to build Jewish settlements 
in the occupied lands. 

Baker reportedly told Arens 
during a meeting in Washington 
earlier this week that Israel 
should refrain from building 
further Jewish settlements in the 
occupied lands. 


Cheney confirmed as defence secretary 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Sen- 
ate Friday unanimously con* 
finned congressman Dick Cheney 
as U.S. defence secretary, eight 
days after rejecting John Tower, 
President Bush's choice to head 
the Pentagon. 

In a vote of bipartisan goodwill 
after the bitter party-line battle over 
Tower, senators approved the 
popular Republican legislator to 
preside over major cuts in U.S. 
military spending next year. 

The White House said earlier 
that Cheney, 48, probably would 
be sworn in next week as the 14th 


and last government agency chief 
to take a seat in the Bush cabinet. 

His nomination was rushed 
through the Senate after Tower 
was rejected by a 53-47 vote on 
March 9 amid allegations the 
former Texas senator was a heavy 
drinker and womaniser and was 
too cosy with U.S. defence firms. 

Cheney, a conservative who 
once served as White House chief 
of staff under former President 
Gerald Ford, was nominated by 
Bush the day after Tower was 
beaten. He is respected in Con¬ 
gress as a relaxed, efficient, pra¬ 


gmatic and very articulate admi¬ 
nistrator. 

Eagleburger confirmed 
The Senate Friday also con¬ 
firmed veteran diplomat Lawr¬ 
ence Eagleburger as deputy 
secretary of state. 

.The action came a day after 
Eagleburger told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee he 
would disqualify himself from any 
natter involving any of his for¬ 
mer foreign clients at a New York 
consulting firm headed by former 
Secretary of State Henry Kis¬ 
singer. 


tonnes in 1992. 

The production capacity is ex¬ 
pected to increase to six million 
tonnes in 1996 and 9 million 
tonnes in the year 2000. 

In twenty years time, the pro¬ 
duction is expected to approach 
fifteen million tonnes. 

5 more 
Palestinians 
shot in 
occupied 
territories 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Five Palestinians were 
shot and wounded Friday in 
clashes with Israeli troops in the 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

The four Palestinians, aged 18 
to 25. were shot and wounded in 
scattered protests, hospital offi¬ 
cials said. A J 9-year-old PaJesti- ( 
nian was shot and wounded in the 
West Bank village of Yabad. 
Arab doctors said. 

Over 400 Palestinians have 
been killed since the Palestinian 
uprising began on Dec. 8. 1987, 
to demand an end to occupation 
of West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In the southern tent prison of 
Ketziot. a Palestinian from Gaza 
City was found dead in his bed 
Friday and an investigation 
showed he was killed by fellow 
inmates, the army command said. 

it identified the victim as 
Mohammed Razi Jamal Dula and 
said the body was sent for auto¬ 
psy. No further details were re¬ 
leased. 

On Thursday, soldiers des¬ 
troyed three Palestinian homes 
and sealed two others in retalia¬ 
tion against anti-Israeli activities, 
and Israeli Arab leaders called 
Thursday for a general strike to 
support the Palestinian rebellion 
in the occupied lands. 

Thedemolitions sparked de¬ 
monstrations in the Gaza Strip, 
where Palestinian youths burned 
tires, raised Palestinian flags and 
hurled rocks at troops, Arab re¬ 
ports said. 

In the West Bank, a 20-year- 
old Palestinian was shot and 
wounded in a clash with soldiers 
in the northern town of Tul¬ 
karem. Arab reports said. 

A Palestinian shop in Nablus 
and another in Ramallah were set 
ablaze by fellow Palestinians after 
warning that the shops should 
stop selling Israeli-made goods, 
police said. 


“It was like an earthquake,” 
said one man who saw the explo¬ 
sion. “Cars and people were 
flying in the air. 

Explosive experts said the car 


The blast set ablaze about 30 
cars and shattered glass in nearby 
buildings including the British 
embassy consular section. 

Friday's car bomb — the fifth 


The two administrations have 
been vying for power since 
September when parliament 
failed to elect a new president. 

The crisis widened after Major- 
General Michel Aoun. head of a 
military cubiner opposed- - to 
Hoss’s government, imposed a 
sea blockade on militia-held 
ports. 

Rival Falangist and opposition 
forces have regularly resorted to 


bomb. 50 metres from the British in Lebanon this year — paralysed car bomb attacks as a tool to 
embassy's consular office, con- life in east Beirut, only hours exerf political pressure. 


tained some 50 kilogrammes of after residents had started to re- 


high explosives. 


sume their normal patterns, dis- 


lt ripped through the bakery rupted by fighting between rival 


The latest setback coincided 
with mediation efforts to curb the 
escalating conflict between Aoun 


where many shoppers were military and civilian govern- and opposition forces. 


queuing as life started reluming merits, 
to normal after ferocious battles 
erupted Tuesday between Falan¬ 
gist and opposition forces. At 
least 43 people were killed and 
140 wounded in the fighting 
which eased late Thursday. 

“The blood of innocents had 
not dried up when this mass 
murder occurred. Civilians 
whether in east or west are being 
victimised," Acting Prime Minis¬ 
ter Salim Hoss, who heads the 
Syrian-backed civilian cabinet, 
said in condemnation of the vio¬ 
lence. 

Witnesses said some of Friday's 
casualties were children who 
were among scores of people 
queuing to buy bread. 

Police and witnesses said the 
blast dismembered some of the 
victims whose flesh was scattered 
on the streets. Others were char¬ 
red and disfigured. 

Residents flocked to the site to 
search for their relatives. 

Many fainted-as they saw the 
bakery in flames and flesh and 
pools of blood covering the 
ground. 

Charred bodies were floating in 
knee-high water gushing from 
pipes smashed by the blast. Rescue 


An opposition politician told 


Reuters that opposition militias 
were allowing time for mediation 
efforts but were ready for a con¬ 
frontation in case they failed. 

The politician said the opposi¬ 
tion forces would keep shelling 
the official harbour to keep it 
from operating. 

'it's either harbours for every¬ 
body or no harbours for anyone." 
he said. 

Two shells had earlier slammed 
into ihe port in east Beirut. 

Official sources close to Aoun 
said he telephoned Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi and they dis¬ 
cussed Lebanon's problems. Sy¬ 
rian President Hafez Assad ar¬ 
rived in Libya Thursday. 



Rescuers search for casualties among burnt out cars after shells pounded a street in west Beirut Tuesday 


Afghan rebels claim OIC success 


RIYADH (R) — Afghan Mu- 
jahedeen emerged proclaiming 
victory for their cause after four 
days of fierce debate at an Islamic 
foreign ministers meeting in 
Riyadh. 

Afghan rebels said the minis- 
, ters. by asking them to fill Afgha¬ 
nistan's vacant Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) seat, granted 
de facto recognition to their 
fledgling interim government. 

“There is no doubt that the 
granting of the Afghanistan seat 
in the OIC is a collective, de facto 
recognition of the government." 
the rebel government's foreign 
minister, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. 
told a news conference. 

The OIC move was also a 
diplomatic victory for Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, a major backer of the rebels 
and the first country to grant 
formal recognition to the interim 
government. Sudan and Bahrain 
have since followed its lead. 

The Saudis, hosts to the OIC 
gathering, had consistently 
pushed for Islamic recognition for 
the rebel administration. 

Afghanistan Friday conde¬ 
mned" the OIC derision to seat 
the rival Mujahedeen govern¬ 
ment at its meeting in Riyadh. 

"It is a useless, shameful act 
and the Afghan government con¬ 
demns it," said a Foreign Minis¬ 
try spokesman of the OIC. 


Iran, after intense lobbying, 
said the OIC's denunciation of 
British author Salman Rushdie as 
an apostate was “historic.*’ 

The OIC stopped short of en¬ 
dorsing an order by Iran's spir¬ 
itual leader. Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, last month for the 
killing of Rushdie, whose novel. 
The Satanic Verses, is considered 
blasphemous by Muslims. 

But the chief Iranian delegate. 
Ali Mohammad Taskhiri, said the 
outcome of the conference, which 
ended late Thursday, was excel¬ 
lent. 

"The most important resolu¬ 
tion is that which proclaims that 
the Islamic nation rejects The 
Satanic Verses and considers that 
its author is an apostate who must 
be treated according to Islamic 
Law." Taskhiri. deputy chief of 
Iran's Islamic Propagation Orga¬ 
nisation. told reporters. 

The OIC declaration on Rush¬ 
die made no mention of Islamic 
Law and Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud A1 Faisal told a news 
conference that sentencing the 
author was a matter for jurists, 
not foreign ministers. 

But delegates said Iran was 
satisfied and showed a new spirit 
of flexibility. 

It was the first OIC meeting in 
three years which Tehran had not 
either boycotted or quit. Dele¬ 


gates said the meeting could help 
to smooth Iran’s still tense rela¬ 
tions with Saudi Arabia, guardian 
of most of Islam's holiest shrines. 

On Afghanistan, the OIC in¬ 
vited "representatives of the 
Afghan Mujahedeen’* to occupy 
the" Afghan seat which has been 
vacant since shortly after the 1979 
Soviet military intervention. 

The final communique did nut 
specifically grant the seat to the 
interim government formed after 
last month’s Soviet withdrawal 
and recognised by only three OIC 
members — Bahrain. Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and Sudan. 

Delegates said this was de¬ 
signed to appease the objections 
of Iran, which backs eight Afghan 
guerrilla groups excluded from 
the government, and pro-Soviet 
states, which want the Commun¬ 
ist Party ruling in Kabul to be 
included as well. 

U.K. welcomes OIC 
stand on Rushdie 

In London, Britain Friday wel¬ 
comed us a sign of moderation 
the OIC refusal to back Iranian 
death threats against Rushdie. 

“We see that the moderate 
majority in the Islamic World is 
prevailing.'* a foreign office 
spokesman said. 


Qasem 
returns 
from OIC 
conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem re¬ 
turned to Amman Thursday even¬ 
ing after taking part in an Islamic 
foreign ministers conference held 
in Riyadh iu the past week. 

In a statement upon returning 
home, the minister said that the 
conference opened the way for 
various Islamic countries to dis¬ 
cuss a host of important issues. 
The Jordanian delegation partici¬ 
pated in all discussions and in the 
drafting or resolutions. 

“The meeting in Riyadh en¬ 
dorsed the Arab nation's current 
moves to resolve the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and find u just and dur¬ 
able solution for the Palestine 
problem," Qasem S3 id. 

Qasem delivered Jordan's 
address to the conference in which 
he outlined the Kingdom's firm 
stand with regard to Arab and 
Islamic issues and held meetings 
with Arab and Islamic foreign 
ministers taking part in the 
meeting. 


Jordan exerting strenuous 
efforts for peace—Talhouni 


BUDAPEST (Petra) — Jordan 
said Friday it is exerting stre¬ 
nuous efforts at all levels for the 
sake of achieving? just and dur¬ 
able peace in the Middle East 
region and ensuring the rights of 
the Palestinian people in their 
homeland. 

Jordan’s chief delegate to an 
International Parliamentary Un¬ 
ion (IPU) meeting here, Mr. 
Bahjat Talhouni, said that Jordan 
is determined to enlist the assist¬ 
ance of alt countries to convene 
an international conference to 
pave the way for the aspired 
peace. 

In his address. Talhouni said 
the Middle East problem is still at 
the top of world issues despite the 
lapse of more than 40 years of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and despite 
the efforts of international orga¬ 
nisations and parliaments to find 
a just solution for the Palestinian 
question. 

No solution has been found to 


(he Palestinian problem and their 
usurped lands over the past four 
decades “largely due to Israel's 
intransigence and rejection of 
United Nations resolutions." 
Talhouni noted. 

He said, the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO), which 
is the sole and legitimate repre¬ 
sentative of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple. has lately recognised Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 
and renounced all forms of ter¬ 
rorism and recognised Israel's 
right to exist, thus paving the 
way for a permanent ^eace in the 
region. 

But he added Israel is still 
adamant and continues to refuse 
all bids for peace.- 

Talhouni referred to Jordan's 
role in backing the PLO and its 
endeavours to attain a lasting 
peace. He said that Jordan's deci¬ 
sion to sever ties with.the West 
Bank and its continued efforts to 
back the PLO's moves are clearlv 


designed to enhance the Palesti¬ 
nian identity. 

"Jordan, which has lived the 
long years of the Middle East 
conflict, will continue to strive 
towards the achievement of a- 
permanent and just peace." 
Talhouni stressed. 

The idea of an international 
conference has been supported 
by Asian. African and European 
countries which seek to imple¬ 
ment U.N. Security Council re¬ 
solutions and see peace estab¬ 
lished in the Middle East. But, he 
said, international efforts "are 
being hampered by Israel's nega¬ 
tive and aggressive' attitude." 

In his address Talhouni refer¬ 
red to the Lebanese question and 
ibe efforts of the Arab League to find 
a settlement. He also referred to 
the situation in' Afghanistan. 
Kampuchea and Namibia and 
said that world parliamentarians 
can contribute towards solutions 
for these problems in the tight of 



Bahjat Talhouni 

the East-West detente. 

Later Friday. Talhouni met 
with the IPU president who paid 
tribute to His Majesty King Hus¬ 
sein's efforts to establish peace in 
the Middle East. 

He said a special parliamentary 
committee formed by the IPU is 
continuing its endeavours to help 
establish peace in Ihe Middle 
East. 

■The IPU*. he said, is seeking a 
special parliamentary meeting on 
the Middle East. 
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Riyadh, Tehran 
may resume ties 


DUB A! {R) — Iran and Saudi 
Arabia may resume diplomatic 
relations within the next three 
weeks as a result of Pakistani 
mediation. Iranian sources said 
Thursday. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Suhabzadu Yaqub Khan agreed 
to act as a go-between during a 
visit to Iran before this week's 
Organisation of Islamic Confer¬ 
ence (OIC) meeting in Riyadh, 
sources said. 

The sources, who are close to 
members of the Iranian parlia¬ 
ment. said relations could be res¬ 
tored before the month of Rama¬ 
dan starts in three weeks time. 

The two countries have been at 
odds since July. 1987. when an 
Iranian-inspired political protest 
in the Holy City of Mecca 
sparked riots’in which more than 
400 people, mostly Iranian pil¬ 
grims. were killed. 

Diplomats said a resumption of 
relations would be an imoortant 
move in complex manoeuvres in¬ 
volving championship of Islam 
and a rebel Afghan government, 
which Riyadh has recognised but 
Iran has not. 


“This could be a great advan¬ 
tage for Pakistan," an Asian di¬ 
plomat said. 

Pakistan, which has long back¬ 
ed the Mujahideen against the 
Soviet-backed government in 
Kabul, would be helped if .Iran, 
which is predominantly Shi'ite 
Muslim, recognised the Sunni 
Muslim Afghan rebel govern¬ 
ment. he said. 

One Iranian source, referring 
to Iran's revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah Ruboilah Khomeini 
and parliamentary speaker Ho- 
jatole>lam Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rufsanjani. said: “Khomeini and 
Rafsanjani have already agreed 
to the idea of restoring rela¬ 
tions." 

Saudi Arabia's King 'Fahd has 
also indicated a desire for betrer 
relations with Iran. 

The Tehran Times said Tues¬ 
day that Iran should recognise the 
rebel government in Afghanistan 
to limit Saudi influence. 

A resumption of Iranian-Saudi 
ties could also help to resolve a 
dispute over how many Iranians 
would be allowed to Mecca for 
this year's haj (pilgrimage) in 
July, the Iranian sources said. 



Kabul government troops being deployed around the Afghan capital since the latest emergency measures taken in response to the 
Mtyahedeen onslaught. ■ - 

Casualties high in the 
battle for Jalalabad 


Anderson remains in 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Afghan rebels reported Fri¬ 
day that more than 100 people may have died in 
extensive bombing by government troops aimed at 
repelling a Mujahideen offensive on Afghanistan’s 
eastern city of Jalalabad. 


WASHINGTON (API — As 
journulist Terry Anderson began 
his fifth year as a hostage in 
Lebanon, the U.S. government 
called his detention a “criminal 
’act** and relatives and colleagues 
Wound the world demanded his 
release. 

I. “Enough is enough." Peggy 
'Say. Anderson's sister, said 
-Thursday at a ceremony attended 
’by members of Congress. Ander¬ 
son's colleagues and relatives of 
the hostages. 

»’ "Our hearts cry out in protest" 
*over Anderson’s plight, said 
‘-'Louis D. Boccardi. president of 
the AP.Anderson's employer. 

“It's time for those holding 
- Terry Anderson to release him 
«and to end the unconscionable 
■ suffering of an innocent man. 
Each of us in our own special way 
should mark this day with con¬ 
templation and prayer for Terry's 
release." Boccardi said in a state¬ 


ment. 

President George Bush, 
through his spokesman expressed 
sympathy for Anderson's family 
and for "those of the eight other 
American hostages held in Leba¬ 
non as State Department officials 
said they “have not forgotten the 
hostages.” 

“The president certainly is con¬ 
cerned about the hostages." said 
presidential spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater. "He is aware of Terry 
Anderson's captivity being four 
years now." 

Anderson. 41. is the longest 
held of the hostages believed held 
by pro-Iranian groups. 

“We continue to hold the kid¬ 
nappers responsible for the safety 
and well-being of the hostages." 
said State Department spokes¬ 
man Charles Redman. “Their 
continued detention is a criminal 
act which serves no- cause.- ' 


Government aircraft pounded 
Muslim rebel positions Thursday 
night in suburbs ro the north, 
west and south of the strategic 
city, inflicting heavy casualties, 
according to radio reports from 
two Mujahideen groups based in 


neighbouring Pakistan. 

Dead and wounded included 
civilians and combatants (torn 
both sides, said Quribar Reh- 
man Saeed, who monitored the 
reports for the Afghan News 
Agency, an organ of hardline 


rebel leader Gulbaddin Hek- 
matyar. 

“They were bombing so heavy 
they don't care about their own 
soldiers," be said of the Kabul's 
pilots. 

He said the figure of 100 dead 
came from a single report. 

Hundreds of Afghans are be¬ 
lieved to have died since March 6 
when the Mujahideen or “holy 
warriors." launched their first 
offensive against Kabul govern¬ 
ment troops following tbe with¬ 


drawal of Soviet forces last 
month. The pullout of troops 
ended nine years of Soviet milit¬ 
ary presence in Afghanistan. 

The fall of Jalalabad, the coun¬ 
try’s third-largest city about 130 
kilometres east of tbe capital of 
Kabul, would be a major blow to 
Kabul's government who insist 
their forces are strong. 

Observers also believe a Mu¬ 
jahideen victory in Jalalabad, 
along the main highway from 
Pakistan to Kabul, would propel 
the rebels in their quest for con¬ 
trol of other cities and Kabul. 


Ancient girl could unravel Egyptian secrets 


GIZA (R) — Egyptian 
archaeologists said they have 
found the 4,600-year-old skull of 
a pretty, young noble girl who 
could unlock secrets "of how 
bodies of the ancient pharoahs 
were preserved for the afterlife. 

Ali Hassan, head of the state 
archaeological department, said 
Friday that colleagues found a 
mummified body Thursday while 
searching a plateau just to the 
west of the Giza Cheops Pyra¬ 
mids. 

The girl's remains appeared to 
represent the first attempt at 


mummification, he said. 

“Look at this face. It is dear it 
belonged to a pretty young girl 
and most probably of noble 
blood," Hassan said as the 
ancient skull was brought out to 
be photographed. 

He said the cemetery' belonged 
to the old Kingdom of Ankh Ptah 
who ruled some 4.600 years ago. 

“The mummy we found is uni¬ 
que. The skull has a gypsum 
mask, a technique not previously 
known about old Egyptians" 
Hassan told. Reuters. 

"PrelTtnTnarT lnsp?ctidn 


showed the skull belonged to a 
pretty young girl with a four-layer 
turquoise necklace and a gold- 
plated bronze crown." he said. 

The girl's body disintegrated 
immediately after n was removed 
from the grave. “It turned to 
powder. But we managed to keep 
the skull in good shape." Hassan 
said. 

The discovery might help 
Egyptologists "to unravel the mys¬ 
tery of early mummification "in 
Egypt. 

“We don't know enough about 
the mummification secrets. This 
may give ura tinenf' lead in Wg 


significant information about the 
little-known history of the old 
kingdom." the official said. 

The 1.5-metre mummy was 
found inside a shaft 1.7 metres 
deep, west of Cheops Pyramids, 
archaeologist Amal Samuel said. 

“We also found a total of 14 
teeth all in good condition near 
the skull, an indication they were 
removed before burial." she said, 
adding that excavation would 
continue. 

“We are optimistic that we will 
find something else related to the 
fame di&overvr**' she added. — 


Urban stress creeps up on easy going Egyptians 


By John Rogers 

, Reuter 

: CAIRO — The young 
■ businessman wept in frustra¬ 
tion as he ran up a Cairo street 
kicking at a ramshackle car 
slowly rattling away. 

• He was one more victim of 
urban stress in this ancient city 
of mosques, minarets and 15 
million people, where modem 
life — and especially the auto¬ 
mobile — has put increasing 
strain on a relaxed, traditional 
society. 

In the case of the young 
' businessman, his anguish was 
caused by the old car stopping 
so suddenly in heavy traffic 
that his vehicle had smashed 
; into its rear. 

His reaction was one exam¬ 
ple of a problem that some 
experts reckon is serious. 
Others believe the easy-going 
attitudes of Egyptians will see 
them through anything, though 
few deny there is a problem. 

“1've noticed a . terrific 
change over 10 years in the 
Egyptian character," said 
Carol Ann Clouston.a Cana¬ 
dian teacher of singing and 
relaxation therapy. 

“I notice changes in the 
faces in the street. They're 
starting to pull in. People are 
starting to hug themselves. 
Maybe it’s an effect of feeling 


crowded — wanting to protect 
yourself against all that noise." 

An endless stream of traffic 
on the big squares, overpasses, 
tangled streets and alleys of the 
largest city in Africa and the 
Middle East is to blame. 

And there’s not much room 
on the pavements. More than 
25 per cent of Egypt’s fast- 
growing population, currently 
52 million, lives in the capital. 

Cairenes' enthusiastic use of 
the car horn, day and night, 
punctuates a constant buzz of 
noise from traffic, construc¬ 
tion, roadworks, radios and a 
million voices. 

Navigating Cairo is a nerve- 
wracking art. From Mercedes 
limousines to donkey carts, 
hardly a vehicle is without 
dents. 

Traffic rules go largely 
ignored in the race to be first 
— or at least ahead of the car 
in front. Red “stop" lights 
carry authority only when a 
policeman is there — and then 
not always. 

Cavalier attitudes to -traffic 
rules, says psychiatrist Yehia 
Rakhawi, are part of a carefree 
approach to life which helps 
Egyptians through the strains 
of a working day. 

“Loose application of the 
law permits everyone to do 
what he wants," he said. 
“Everyone knows no one re¬ 
spects the law. So everyone is 


the law himself." 

Rakhawi says Cairenes .are 
better able to cope with stress 
than people in the villages, 
where everyone knows every¬ 
one else, life can be stultifying 
and there are few outlets for 
emotion. 

“Cairo is different — you 
can be free.” he said. “No one 
knows you. More services are 
available, more entertain¬ 
ment." 

Hundreds of pavement cof¬ 
fee houses, where men gossip, 
smoke hubble-bubble pipes 
and play backgammon or 
checkers, provide havens of 
peace amid the fumes, .hubbub 
and heat. r 

“Cafe gatherings are a sort 
of group therapy, as in south¬ 
ern Italy or France," Rakhawi 
said. 

Another psychiatrist, 
Mohammed Shaalan. says the 
departure of millions of Egyp¬ 
tians to work in Gulf states in 
the 1970s ended cooperation as 
a basic value of society and 
made Cairo unstable. 

“I see fathers killing sons, 
wives killing fathers, even 
mothers killing children'. That 
means something has changed 
in Egyptian society... “Shaalan 
said. “Islamic civilisation has 
become petro-doilarised, indi¬ 
vidualised, privatised.” 

Old family patterns broke 
down, women and children 



Both cars and donkey carts bustle along Cairo's busy streets 


learned to manage without 
their husbands or fathers. Yet 
they resented their absence. 

“I’m finding kids saying: I 
love my father but f want him 
to die," Shaalan said. “When I 
se« one case it means there are 
dozens of others who don’t 
complain. When I see two or 
three in a week; it means 
there's something happening, a 
wave.” 

But Egypt has many safety 
valves, including the mosque, a 
propensity to laugh, narcotics 
—- a growing problem — and 


traditional festivals with wild 
dancing. Then there are mod¬ 
ern escape routes like football 
and television. 

An official report two years 
ago said the average Egyptian 
worked 26 minutes a day — a 
figure reflecting unemploy¬ 
ment. underemployment and a 
bloated bureaucracy. 

A government minister said 
last December the productivity 
of Egyptian workers was one- 
third of those in northern 
Mediterranean countries, one- 
eighth ot northern Europeans'. 


one-ninth of Japanese workers’ 
and one-tenth of Americans’. 

Clouston says foreign 
businessmen might avoid stress 
if they slowed down a bit. and 
Egyptians might cope better if 
they ignored Western work 
practices. 

“Foreigners are going mad 
trying to deal with the Egyp¬ 
tian attitude towards work," 
she said. “They’re freaking 
out. It’s seen as something they 
have to overcome." 

. “I say to Egyptians: Why do 
you want to adopt our values?" 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Envoys warn Canada on PLO status 

OTTAWA (Agencies) — Canadian diplomats at the United 
Nations have warned Ottawa that failure to upgrade relations 
with the. Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) could lead to 
embarrassment at the world body. Canada becomes president of 
the U-N. Security Council in the fall, and if the PLO comes before 
the council chaired by Canadian Ambassador Yves i Fortier, the 
diplomatic ramifications could be severe. Canadian policy is that 
those at the level of Fortier are prohibited from dealing with the 
PLO. “There is a definite potential for conflict," said Graham 
Green, Fortier’s spokesman in New York. Canada's stand on 
upgrading relations with the PLO, restated by Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney in London recently, will place Fortier in a 
position requiring “fancy stickhandling," says William Barton, a 
former Canadian U-N. ambassador. “Its a point in time we have 
definitely got our eyes fixed on," Green said. “Since we have 
gained the seat, we have looked at it as a date when there is 
• potential conflict between our Security Council role and the 
Canadian position." 

Belgium bans public reading of Rushdie 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium's Interior Ministry has banned a 
public reading from Salman Rushdie's novel “The Satanic 
Verses" in a Brussels suburb with a large Muslim population- 
interior Minister Louis Tobback told Belgian Radio he consi¬ 
dered the event “a provocation which could prompt an explosion 
in a community where... the Islamic and Muslim element is 
strongly represented.” Following Tobback’s intervention, local 
authorities in Brussels' St. Gilles district, home of thousands of 
North African immigrants, withdrew their initial approval of the 
event planned for Sunday. Several Belgian authors had pledged to 
take part in the reading from the French translation of “The 
Satanic Verses." 

Klibi faces no challenge for 3rd term 

TUNIS (R) — Arab League Secretary-General Chadli Klibi is 
assured a third five-year mandate after league member states 
failed to put forward other candidates, Arab diplomats said 
Friday. Tu nis ia. Klibi’s country of nationality, nominated Klibi 
for a third term last Monday and so far the league has not received 
any other nominations, an Arab League spokesman said. The 
Arab League Council of Foreign Ministers will vote on the new 
mandate March 27 at the start of the council’s ordinary 
twice-yearly session in Tunis. “Even if another candidate 
appeared at the last minute, Klibi has enough support locally, in 
North Africa and among key Arab countries," one Arab 
ambassador told Reuters. 

Doves target of Israeli terrorists 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — A shadowy extreme-rightist 
group using a Latin name is stalking prominent Israelis who 
support dialogue with the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). police said Friday. The Sicarii. who take their name from 
Jewish zealots who murdered collaborators with the Romans in 
ancient times, claimed responsibility for an arson attack Thursday 
on the home of broadcaster Dan Margalit. They also tried to burn 
the home of a relative of leftist parliamentarian Yair Tsaban in 
the same building. In a telephone call to an Israeli newspaper, a 
man claiming to speak for the group said: "We blew up the 
apartments of Dan Margalit and Yair Tsaban — may they be 
wiped off the face of the earth — because Margalit invited Faisal 
Hussni to appear on TV and because Tsaban met with the PLO 
abroad." The attacks caused slight damage and no injuries. They 
Were the latest in a spate-of arson attacks and threats against 
leading Israeli doves. - 

Prince Charles misses polo match 

DUBAI (R) — Britain's Prince Charles will not play in a polo 
match in the United Arab Emirates Friday for security reasons 
and will not even attend the game, a spokesman with the royal 
party said. The spokesman declined to say what the security 
reasons were. Iran broke relations with Britain this month in the 
furore over Salman Rushdie's book ‘The Satanic Verses’ and 
Tehran Radio has denounced the prince's Gulf tour as a snub to 
Islam. 


'Satanic Verses’ offensive, says Quayle 

WASHINGTON (R) — Vice-President Dan Quayle Thursday 
said Salman Rushdie’s book “The Satanic Verses” was offensive 
and in bad taste but that the author has the right to publish it. 
Quayle. saying he had nor read the novel, said the "book that was 
published... obviously is not only offensive bit. I think most of us 
would say in bud taste." "But does thai mean you’re going to 
censor or you’re going to outlaw ideas? The answer is no." 
Quayle said during a quest ion-an d-answer session following a 
speech at the National Press Gub. “As offensive as it may be. 
they have a right to publish that." he said. 

Turkish jet crashes, pilot killed 

ANKARA (R) — A Turkish air force Phantom jet crashed near 
the southeastern city of Adiyaman killing its pilot, the semi¬ 
official Anatolian News Agency said Friday. It was on a 
reconnaissance flight from Erhac military airbase in Matatya. 50 
kilometres to the north, it said. 

Assad visits Libya 

ROME (API — Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad arrived 
Thursday in Libya, where he was greeted by Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhufi. the official JANA news agency reported. 
JANA, the Libyan agency, did not say why Assad was visiting, 
but it stressed that he was given full honours in the arrival 
ceremony at the airport in Benghazi. Libya's second largest city, 
on the Mediterranean coast. The dispatch was monitored in 
Rome. 
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FOR THE TRAVELLER 
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ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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09:00 .New Delhi (RJ) 
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09:10. Damascus (RJ) 
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Physicians meet 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Doctors and 
specialists from Jordan and tbe 
Medical Society of Arab Amer¬ 
icans opened a three-day meeting 


transplant, diagnostic techniques 
and; firs aid issues along with 
Arab and Muslim contributions 
to medicine throughout the ages. 

Addressing the opening session 
was Dr. Daoud Hanania, director 
general of the National Medical 
Institution (NMI), who outlined 
Jordan’s endeavours to develop 
medical care and health services 
over the past three decades. 
Hanania outlined' the major 
achievements in these fields since 


the establishment of tbe Health 
Ministry and its services in Jordan 
in 1956. 

He also dwelt on the various 




NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

ROYAL DECREE: A Royal Decree issued Thursday approved of 
an agreement between Jordan and North Yemen to establish a joint 
higher committee. Agreement on the formation of this committee 
which will supervise future joint activities was reached during a North 
Yemeni delegation's visit to Amman in January 1989 (Petra). 

ENDORSEMENT: The Council of Ministers has endorsed a 
preliminary agreement reached with Iraq, Egypt,'Syria and Turkey 
for interconnection of power grids. The council also endorsed an 
agreement signed by the Natural Resources Authority and an 
Austrian ofl prospecting firm to carry out oil exploration at Wadi 
Sarhan in southern Jordan (Petra). 

MALHAS IN LIBYA: Health Minister Zuhair Mai has has arrived in 
Libya to take part in an Arab Health Ministers Council, a week-long 
meeting. Delegates are expected to discuss a statute for the newly 
formed Arab Anti-Smoking Federation which will hold its first 
meeting in Amman in September 1989 (Petra). 

VETS MEET: The Jordanian Veterinary Association (JVA) will 
take part in a pan-Arab veterinarians meeting starting in Cairo 
Saturday. The week-long meeting will tackle subjects related to the 
provision of animal protein, protection livestock wealth and invest¬ 
ments as well as matters related to food security. JVA President 
Ahmad Ajlouni who represents Jordan at the meeting will present a 
working paper featuring veterinary services in the Kingdom (Petra). 

TOURISM: A seminar on tourism in the Kingdom will be held in 
Amman Saturday under the patronage of Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd Ibn Zaid. The seminar to be held at Amra Hotel will be 
addressed by the Ministry of Tourism's secretary general, the 
Swedish ambassador in Amman and a representative of Royal 
Jordanian (Petra). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

i* An art exhibition by Egyptian artist 'Adli Rizqullah at A1 
Wasiti Gallery. 

^ An art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists at tbe Art Gallery 
of Abdul Hamid Sboman Foundation — 9 a.m. - 1 pan., 3-6 

| .. . 

.ft.-iAn.art-exhibition by Ahmad.Ismaiel displaying paintings on 

! Maqamat A1 Hariri and Jordanian landscapes at tbe Gallery, 
Hotel Jordan Intercontinental — 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

☆ An exhibition of posters on the French Revolution at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ An exhibition of paintings by Mohammad A1 Jaloos at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

ft An Iraqi children’s books and paintings exhibition at Salt 
Secondary School for Girls. 

ft An art exhibition by Moroccan artist A1 Hashemi Izza at the 
Gallery, Jabal Luweibdefa — 5:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

☆ A lecture entitled “Settlement Archaeology of the Inna* Town 
in Petra** by John P. Zeitler, member of the Society of Natural 
History in Nurnberg, at the Goethe Institute — 7:00 p.m. 

ft A lecture, in Arabic, entitled “'Adam and Eve and the Myths of 
the Sin in the Islamic Arabic Literature” by Dr. Wiebke 
Watther at the University of Jordan — 12 noon. 

SEMINAR 

.ft- A seminar on “Children’s Theatre” at Abdul Hamid Shorn an 
Foundation — 6:30 p.m. 

FILM 

ft An Italian film entitled L ‘A Rhinoceros on tbe 2nd Kano’* at 
Haya Arts Centre — 7:30 p.m. 
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(From left to right) Ms. Georgette Hosh, sales coordinator and Mr. 
Geoffity Rhodes, Manager, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon of British 
Airways awarding the BA partnership plaque to Mr. Frank 
Keenan, GM and Mr. Jan Heesebeen, Director of Sales and 
Marketing, Amman Marriott Hotel. 

Marriott, British Airways 
announce agreement 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Following the corporate agreements between 
the Marriott Hotel Chain in the USA (one of America’s largest 
groups) and British Airways where Marriott is now the official 
“Hotel Partner” for British Airways in USA, the Amman 
Marriott Hotel is now the official Parmer Hotel for BA in Jordan. 

“Our policy... should result in British Airways having part¬ 
nerships with.the cream of the world's hotels, thus enabling us to 
□se .their image and products to- further our own marketing 
objectives” said Mr. Gordon Stewart, British Airways Part¬ 
nership Marketing Manager in announcing the new partnership 

[agreements. -. . * 

f “We are extremely proud to have joined the partnership as a 
BA associate hotel. > 

i “Of course, this will ia^no way hinder us from enjoying our 
'traditional relationships with other airlines bnt simply emphasises 
'our long and successful association with British Airways andour 
■U:S, corporate agreement,” said Mr. Frank Keenan, General 
Manager of the .Amman Marriott Hotel. 


Proper Incentives needed 
to develop Jordan tourism 


and the creation of the NMI and 
the primary health care services 
in the Kingdom. 

The meeting which is being 
held under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor has been 
organised in cooperation with 
NMI and - the University of 
Jordan. 

Physicians and specialists from 
Jordan and Arab American doc¬ 
tors are taking part in' the 
meeting. 


By Rania Alalia 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's “massive” 
potential for tourism could be 
developed to its maximum if 
proper incentives are made avail¬ 
able to the private sector and if a 
“comprehensive view” is adopted 
by the Kingdom's tourism de¬ 
velopment bodies, Tunisian 
Minister of Tourism Mohammad 
Jugham said Thursday. 

Speaking at a press conference 
marking the end of a several-day 
visit, during which he discussed 
with Jordanian officials means of 
poromoting tourism between the 
two countries, Jugham said tour¬ 
ism promotion did not only entail 
marketing a country abroad but 
required additional investment in 
the country. 

“Promoting tourism to a cer¬ 
tain country does not only involve 
making foreigners familiar with 
the country's name and telling 
them it exists,” he said. “Market¬ 
ing a country has to be accompa¬ 
nied by a process of investment. 

Tunisia, which last year 
attracted 3.4 million tourists who 
brought into the country $1300 
million in hard currency, 
achieved its record number by 
relying heavily on the private 
sector, supervised by the state, 
Jugham said. 

Among other factors which 
helped drew such a Iage number 


of tourists to this Mediterranean 
country was tbe special legislation 
providing both Tunisian and fore¬ 
ign investors with proper incen¬ 
tives and privileges such as cus¬ 
toms exemptions and loans assist¬ 
ance, the minis ter said. 

Jugham noted that a special 
real estate body was set to pre¬ 
pare pieces of land for touristic 
projects, lands which are in turn 
sold to investors at reasonable 
prices for building hotels and 
other touristic facilities. 

Apart from training 700 stu¬ 
dents annually at special institu¬ 
tes for tourism, the Tunisian 
tourism authorities spend $12 
million annually for advertising 
and promoting the country 
abroad. The tourism sector 
makes up six per cent of Tunisia’s 
gross national product. Jugham 
said. 

According to the minister, the 
tourism sector benefited most 
from the change at the top lead¬ 
ership level in Tunis more than 15 
months ago — a change which 
saw “a move towards greater 
democracy and freedom.” Tuni¬ 
sians now have great hopes in the 
tourism sector and look to it as an 
important catalyst for economic 
growth, he said, adding that tour¬ 
ists visiting Tunisia have almost 
doubled from 1.8 million in 1977 
to 3.4 million in 1988. 

Tunisian tourism authorities in¬ 
tend to increase the country’s 


hosting capacity to 200,000 beds 
by the year 2000. “This required 
a lot... and we cannot do it by 
relying on our local capabilities 
and resources and that is tbe 
reason we look to Arab inves¬ 
tors.” be said. 

The minister noted that a spe¬ 
cialised Tunisian bank which 
cooperates with Arab and inter- 
Arab banks on investment in 
tourism development was one of 
the strong points which Tunisians 
relied on for tourism develop¬ 
ment. 

Other points of strength which 
Jugham mentioned include coop¬ 
eration with investors and hotel 
owners as well as coordination 
with tourism journalists in the 
country. 

Jordan, Jugham said, could 
and should make use of its own 
points of strengths, such as Royal 
Joranian's extensive connections 
Unking the Kingdom with a large 
number of destinations across the 
world. 

The Tunisian minister noted 
that “good opportunities'* existed 
for bilateral cooperation in 
marketing both Jordan and Tuni¬ 
sia across the world. He said the 
U.S., Canadian and Japanese 
markets had not been entered by 
the Tunisians yet, citing those as 
areas where Jordan and Tunisia 
could cooperate especially in 
view of RJ’s route network (see 
story below). 


Tourism agreement reached 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Tunisia have concluded extensive 
talks here. on means-of promot¬ 
ing cooperation in tourism, and 
the ministers of tourism in the 
two countries Yanal Hikmat of 
Jordan and Mohammad Jugham 
of Tunisia signed minutes of their 
talks at a ceremony in Amman 
Thursday shortly before tbe Tuni¬ 
sian minister left for home. 

The two sides agreed on laun¬ 
ching joint campaigns to market 
their tourist attractions abroad. 


especially in the United States, 
Q naria and Japan with the help 
of their respective national air¬ 
lines and tour operators in the 
two countries. 

They agreed to invite tour 
operators in the two countries to 
orient them on tourism facilities 
in Tunisia and Jordan and seek 
their assistance in marketing op¬ 
erations. They also agreed to 
organise tourist exhibitions in the 
two countries soon. 


The Jordanian side expressed 
desire to benefit from Tunisia's 
expertise in traditional industries 
and Tunisia said it will provide 
expertise and training for Jorda¬ 
nian personnel, especially in 
weaving woolen carpets and 
mats. Tunisia also agreed to pro¬ 
vide Jordan with desert tourism 
expertise and help the Kingdom 
in drawing up studies and car¬ 
rying out plans for the develop¬ 
ment of Jordanian desert 
tourism. 


Campaigns for marketing 
Jordanian products intensify 


AMMAN (Petra)—The Amman 
Chamber of Industry has 
announced that it is bolding con¬ 
tacts with chambers of industry 
and trade in India to arrange for 
an Indian-Jordanian investment 
seminar to be held in Amman 
soon. 

Chamber officials said that the 
coming seminar will discuss pros¬ 
pects for joint ventures, means of 
cementing bilateral cooperation 
in economic and trade affairs and 
increasing Jordan’s phosphate, 
potash and fertiliser exports to 
India. 

On the other hand the General 
Federation of Jordanian Cham¬ 
bers executive board held a meet¬ 
ing Thursday to discuss means of 
promoting Jordan’s exports. 

The meeting held under the 
chairmanship of Mohammad 
Asfour reviewed specific mea¬ 
sures designed to promote trade 
and economic links between Jor¬ 
dan on the one hand and Egypt, 
Iraq and North Yemen on the 
other in implementation of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) agreement signed in 
Baghdad on Feb. 16, according to 
a federation spokesman. 

The spokesman said that the 
federation board has decided to 
dispatch delegations to Finland, 
Libya and Switzerland to discuss 


with their governments trade 
issues and to try to open new 
markets in these countries. 

The board called for the crea¬ 
tion of a federation of chambers 
of industry and trade in the four 
ACC countries in messages sent 
to the heads of these federations 
in Iraq, North Yemen and Egypt, 
according to the spokesman. 

He said that the board has laid 
stress to the importance of such 
federation which can overcome 
obstacles impeding the flow of 
capital and the implementation of 
projects. 

In Cairo the economic attache 
at the Jordanian embassy took 
part in a seminar on ACC trade 
and economic cooperation. 
Mohammad Alawnch addressed 
tbe seminar referring to the vast 
potential of the four ACC coun¬ 
tries and expressing hope that 
concerned authorities will 
embark on immediate steps to 
promote trade and economic 
links. 

Jordan-Morocco 
joint committee meets 

The joint Moroccan-Jordanian 
economic committee is due to 
convene here on March 24 to 
discuss economic issues and the 
prospect of increasing the volume 


of exchanged trade. The four-day 
meeting is expected to dwell on 
certain obstacles that are imped¬ 
ing the exchange of goods and the 
transfer of capital between the 
two countries and will look into 
the prospect of organising a 
Jordanian industrial fair in 
Morocco and a Moroccan fair in 
Amman. 

The Jordanian side to the talks 
in Amman will be led by Minister 
of Industry and Trade Hamdi 
Tabbaa and the Moroccan side by 
Minister of Trade and Industry 
Abdullah A1 Iryani. 

Jordan-Finland too 

According to an announcement 
by the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Thursday, the Jordanian- 
Finnish joint economic commit¬ 
tee is due to meet in Helsinki on 
April 2 at the level of under 
secretaries of the ministries of 
trade. 

The announcement said that 
the meeting will focus on means 
of increasing Jordanian exports of 
national products to Finland so as 
to adjust a balance of trade which 
is now in favour of Finland. It 
said also that the delegation will 
discuss exporting Jordanian phos¬ 
phates, fertilisers and potash to 
Finland. 


Jordan, Syria to coordinate 
supply matters 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — Minister 
of Supply Fayez Tarawneh who is 
on a visit to Syria met Thursday 
with Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Zou’bi to discuss Jordanian-Sy-' 
rian cooperation in supply affairs 
and to brief him on tbe outcome 
of his talks with his Syrian coun¬ 
terpart Hassan A1 Saqa. 

Tarawneh conveyed to Zou'bi 
greetings from Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and reviewed econo- j 


Tarawneh 

elected 

ICDO 

president 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Civfl Defence 
Director General LL Gen. Kfrakd 
Tarawneh was this month 
redected as President of the Ex¬ 
ecutive Council for the Interna¬ 
tional aril Defence Organisation 
(ICDO). The reefeetioo of Lt. 
Gen. Tarawneh for the two- 
year post took place at an orga¬ 
nisation meeting in Geneva. 


mic and trade links between Jor¬ 
dan and Syria. 

Tarawneh and Saqa Thursday 
visited the town of Quneitra 
where they inspected a number of 
installations set up by the Syrian 
ministry of supply. 

He and Saqa held extensive 
talks on promoting bilateral 


cooperation in supply-related 
fields and developing an ex¬ 
change of trade in food supplies 
between the two countries. Both 
ministers made statements in 
which they stressed their coun¬ 
tries* determination to move 
ahead with plans to bolster bi¬ 
lateral trade. 


ICO meets today 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
fifth Islamic Cities Organisation 
(ICO) meeting opens in Amman 
Saturday under royal patronage 
and with the participation of dele¬ 
gates from various cities in the 
| Arab and Islamic worlds. 

The three-day meeting will re¬ 
view the organisation’s activities 
over the past two years and will 
endorse its budget fOT the coming 
two years, according to an 
announcement here Friday. 

The announcement said that 
the participants will endorse 
amendments to the organisation's 
statutes which will open the way 
for eight instead of four cities 
from each member states to join 
the organisation’s membership. 
Tbe delegates will also decide on 
the next general conference's 
date and venue, the announce¬ 


ment said. 

During the conference, it 
added, there will be a seminar 
during which several working 
papers will be discussed covering 
numbering of streets, postal ser¬ 
vices in Islamic cities, and reorga¬ 
nisation issues. 

Also during the conference, 
the ICO will organise an exhibi¬ 
tion at the Royal Cultural Centre 
displaying samples of architectu¬ 
ral designs in a number of Islamic 
cities. 

The Greater Municipality of 
Amman said it will also hold an 
exhibition in cooperation with 
local companies to display com¬ 
puters and electronic equipment 
used in designing buildings. The 
exhibition will be held at the King 
Abdullah Complex. 



Prince Hassan in Aqaba Thursday listens to a briefing on the new fertiliser plant (Photo by Yousef 
‘Allan) 

Regent calls for 


modernising judicial system 


Prince Hassan opens 
2 factories in Aqaba 


AQABA (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent has called on the judici¬ 
ary authorities in the Kingdom to take steps that 
would enable courts cope with socio-economic de¬ 
velopment and its related issues when settling law 
suits referred to them at all times. 


Addressing a ceremony for the 
inauguration of the Aqaba court 
of justice complex. Prince Hassan 
also urged concerned authorities 
and the Ministry of Justice to 
initiate measures for modernising 
courts and court procedures to 
deal with such issues and to enact 
new legislations and laws in this 
respect. 

He afeo called for closer coop¬ 
eration between the Ministry of 
Justice, the Judicial Institute and 
the Bar Association in the King¬ 
dom which should maintain an 
open dialogue to promote the 
profession and its practice in the 
country. Prince Hassan 
announced that the newly estab¬ 
lished Judicial Institute will soon 
commence its operations to re¬ 
cruit and provide lawyers and 
judges with proper qualifications. 

The Aqaba court of justice, 
which cost JD 250,000 is a com¬ 
plex that embodies first instance 
and peace courts, a court for 
criminal trials, a library, a general 
prosecutor’s office and ocher 
essential services and facilities. 

Later Prince Hassan inaugu¬ 
rated a liquid fertiliser plant and 
rice handling facilities at the port 
of Aqaba. The ceremony was 
attended by senior government and 
private sector leaders. The liquid 
fertiliser plant was set up by the 
Jordan-Kuwait Company for 
Agriculture and Food Products. 

The rice handling operation is 
the first such venture in Jordan, 
and the liquid fertiliser plant is 
the first of its kind in the Middle 
East. Both facilities are expected 
to market their products in Jor¬ 
dan and to other countries in the 
area as well. Both are enterprises 
that respond to consumer de¬ 
mand, increase employment 
opportunities, increase foreign 
investment and export opportuni¬ 
ties. and contribute to the growth 
of the thriving port of Aqaba. 

Joint venture 

The establishment of the rice 
handling facility cost over $4 mil¬ 
lion in foreign exchange. The 
owners sought long term 5-year 
financing and a special rate of 
interest available under the Com¬ 
modity Import Programme spon¬ 
sored by the United States Agen¬ 
cy for International Development 
(USAID). This financing pack¬ 
age enabled Amman Resources 
to finalise the promising joint 
venture they had developed frith 
Comet Rice Inc., of Texas. The 
Chairman of Amman Resources. 
Wafai Dajani. and the Chairman 
of Comet Rice, Gerald Murphy 
spoke at the ceremony. As a 
result of this joint venture, milled 
first quality American rice will be 
stored, cleaned, treated accord¬ 
ing to customers' specifications, 
bagged, and distributed to con¬ 
sumers in Jordan, Iraq, and other 
countries in the region. 

Over the past three years the 
Commodity Import Programme 
has provided a way for private 
sector entrepreneurs in Jordan to 
contribute to the economic de¬ 
velopment of the country by 
financing $79 million in imports 
needed "for business growth and 
development. The money these 
entrepreneurs borrow through 
the Commodity Import Program¬ 
me provides an extra boost to 
Jordan's economy as it is repaid 
into a special account that is 
programmed by the government 
of Jordan and USAID to fund 
joint development projects. 

Jordan's agricultural sector will 
be a major market for the liquid 


fertiliser. The product will be 
packaged at two locations: in 
Aqaba and in the Jordan Valley. 
Widespread reliance on irrigation 
and drip irrigation in the area has 
created a demand for agricultural 
chemicals in this form. USAID's 
Commodity Import Programme 
assisted the Jordan-Kuwait Com¬ 
pany for Agriculture and Food 
Products in the purchase of 
equipment from Spencer-Hams 
of Arkansas. Inc. 

Feasibility studies for the liquid 


fertiliser plant were financed 
under USAID’s PETRA project 
which prorides loans and grants 
to entrepreneurs who have viable 
business ideas to develop. To 
date the PETRA project has assisted 
the development of a number of 
businesses. The products these 
businesses produce in Jordan will 
offer Jordanian consumers at) 
opportunity to buy locally pro¬ 
duced goods, shoe polish and 
mosquito mats for example, in¬ 
stead of imported goods. A num¬ 
ber of the goods will find export 
markets as well. The businesses 
that PETRA has supported have 
created 110 new full rime job* 
a nd tra ined some 150 employees. 
PETRA assistance helped the Ex¬ 
porter's Council and the National 
Handicrafts Centre come into 
being. 


Eradicating illiteracy 


AMMAN (Petra) — A week long 
sub regional symposium on the 
eradication of illiteracy in the 
Arab World opens here Saturday 
with the participation of dele¬ 
gates from Jordan and eight Arab 
countries in addition to the Un¬ 
ited Nations Educational. Scien¬ 
tific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) which is organising 
the meeting in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education. 

The delegates are expected to 
examine and analyse matters re¬ 
lated ro the role and activities of 
authorities operating literacy cen¬ 
tres. the use of modem technolo¬ 
gical facilities in these operations 
and new trends in spreading 
education at the national, region¬ 
al and international levels. 


according to a UNESCO official 
here. ' 

The official said that the deiej-. 
gales will delve into the concept 
of adult education and the era¬ 
dication of illiteracy, offer new 
ideas to be incorporated in the 
UNESCO programme to achieve 
this objective and exchange ideas 
and expertise in education. ; 

The official noted that UN¬ 
ESCO has made arrangements 
for a series of lectures, seminar^ 
and workshops to be held during 
the week long meetings. 

The symposium which is being 
held under the title of Interna,- 
rional Education, is pan of UN¬ 
ESCO's current programme in 
the Arab World to eradicate ilfi- 
reraev. the official added. 
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JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY 
COMPANY LTD. 
AMMAN-JORDAN 

Tenderers Invitation For Prequalification And 

Bidding ; 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd announces 1 
tender invitation No. 4/89 for the Energy Conserva- j 
tion Project which shall include building of CO Boiler j 
in F.C.C. Unit. Air Preheater in Crude Distillation Unit \ 
111, Waste Heat Boiler in Platformer Unit and accom- ; 
panying facilities including all civil, mechanical & \ 
electrical works related to these new installations. • 
Contractors who possess experience in the same 
field and are qualified financially and technically and ; 
who wish to participate in the above tender are ; 
invited to submit their prequalification documents not : 
later than 12.00 p.m. on April 1, 1989. 

Prequalification documents should include the ; 
following: 

1. Financial capability of the contractor. Financial : 

references are to be provided. j 

2. Technical capability of the contractor including : 
details of experience & background of personnel. : 
specifications of available equipment, etc. ; 

3. Detailed documents showing similar projects : 
executed by the contractor, full names and ! 
addresses of firms and details of projects includ- i 
ing contract cost, and completion periods. 
Results of prequalification shall be announced and 

advised to participants as soon as they become 
available. 

Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents 
from the company’s head office at First Circle - Jabal 
Amman against JD 100 per set not later than April 
10. 1989. 

Offes should be submitted by qualified contractors 
to the company's head office not later than 12.00 
p.m. Saturday on June 3, 1989. 

CHAIRMAN 
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The rights of fetuses 
too 

THE International Convention on the Rights of Children, 
which has been in the making since 1979, is due to be 
formally adopted this fail by the U.N. General Assembly. 
The impetus for this convention was the International 
Declaration on the Rights of Children adopted by the U.N. 
General Assembly back in 1959, not to mention the U.N. 
Charter and tbe Universal Declaration on Human Rights 
and other international instruments on human rights. 

As commendable as the work that has already been done 
to afford the children of the world more specific and binding 
protections, there is something that is crucially amiss in the 
draft Convention on the Rights of Children, i.e., the rights 
of a fetus. Since life starts actually at conception one would 
have thought that the scope of the Convention on the Rights 
of Children could have been extended to reach out for 
fetuses as well. After all the rationale behind the articulation 
and adoption of a specific international human rights 
instrument to deal with the specific problems and issues 
associated with children is that they are defenceless. As 
fetuses are also silent forms of human life it would make 
sense to afford them protection as well. 

It is unfortunate that the subject of fetuses is linked solely 
to the controversial subject of abortion. In fact the rights of 
fetuses should be dealt with as an issue more directly related 
to the right to life per se. Moreover, it must be conceded in 
this context that when it comes to protecting fetuses, there is 
more involved than the rights of the mother. Societies 
worldwide often ignore completely the rights of the father in 
conjunction with the rights of the mother. Obviously the 
right of the fetus to life is an overriding factor and must be 
afforded top priority independently of the rights of both 
parents. 

This is not to suggest that there are no occasions 
whatsoever when the life of a fetus may be terminated. 
Surely there are situations and cases, albeit very limited, 
when abortion can be legalised. Still, fetuses as independent 
forms of life warrant specific domestic and international 
legislation to regulate it and protect it from abuse. It would 
be ridiculous, for example, to grant a baby protection one 
second after its birth and deny it equal rights and protection 
even one minute or even a second before birth. And 
whatever the honest differences of opinion on this subject, 
this issue of the rights of fetuses needs and deserves some 
international guidance in tbe form of a convention incorpo¬ 
rated into the current Convention on the Rights of Children 
or linked into it. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

IN its edirorial Friday A1 Ra’i newspaper commented on the 
situation in Lebanon following the recent flareup of hostilities 
between the warring factions. The paper expressed fears that the 
new situation will pave the way for formal partition of Lebanon in 
implementation of external plots and conspiracies against this 
Arab country. The paper said the new flareup of fighting came 
shortly after an Arab League mediation committee has carried 
out an intensive effort towards solving the Lebanese crisis and 
bringing about reconciliation among various groups. The paper 
expressed astonishment that the fighting broke out as the 
committee was about to achieve good progress towards ending the 
hostilities and said that the new fighting could be a sign by certain 
elements that they will oppose any move towards peace and 
stability in the country- In the light of this situation the Arab 
committee has no alternative but to carry on its mission and try to 
reach a general agreement with the heads of different groups, the 
paper added, ft said the committee's mediation effort could be the 
last, and this chance should be seized by the concerned Lebanese 
parties if they really are witling to reach a settlement. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily comments on Israeli Foreign Minister 
Moshe Arens's visit to Washington and says that the outcome of 
the visit was as expected: open disagreement between Washing¬ 
ton and Tel Aviv over the settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Abdul Rahim Omar says that the United States has realised that 
the situation in the Middle East can no more tolerate any 
procrastination and has no more room for more stalling by the 
Israeli government which should talk to the Palestinians and seek 
a peaceful settlement. The writer refers to an official U.S. 
statement that said the Israeli prime minister should bring with 
him to Washington new ideas for a settlement and, the writer 
adds, this clearly indicates that the United States is no more 
convinced by Tel Aviv’s arguments. But he adds one has ro refer 
also to James Baker’s statement diat the PLO and Israel should 
open a dialogue, a move considered unfavourable to the Arab 
countries which have already announced that there can be no 
unilateral negotiations. The writer says the United States should 
not ignore the idea of the international conference which alone 
can provide a feasible forum for discussing and settling the 
Palestine problem. 

A1 Dustour daily said the Arabs are encouraged by the open 
difference in views between Washington and Tel Aviv. The paper 
said that with its latest statement about the need for Israel to talk 
directly to the PLO. the United States has moved one step 
forward towards the achievement of a lasting settlement. The 
paper said the latest American statements are bound to restore 
some credibility to Washington which has been streamlining its 
policies with those of Israel and taking a hostile attitude towards 
the Arab World. It noted that a more balanced American policy 
vis-a-vis the Middle East issue is bound to give some impetus to 
the peace making process. 

Sawt A1 Shaab daily said that Washington’s new position with 
regard to the Arab-Israeli conflict is a significant development 
berause it signals the United States’ realisation of the facts in the 
Middle East and indicates that Washington is determined to take 
practical and constructive steps towards a lasting settlement. The 
Palestinian uprising, the paper noted, has totally exposed Israel’s 
ugly face to the world and the PLO’s moderate stand has brought 
about a change in the United States attitude towards the 
organisation and the whole issue. 


By Naseer Arari 

THE REAGAN era has left the 
Bush administration a legacy of 
hostility to the Palestinians. Over 
tbe past eight years, Reagan suc¬ 
ceeded in marginalising the Pales¬ 
tine question through the special 
U.S.-Israel relationship and his 
“anti-terrorist” campaign, which 
became tbe principal impediment 
to a political settlement under, 
international auspices. He con¬ 
solidated U.S. policy, which has 
been evolving towards unilateral¬ 
ism since the 1967 war, shielded 
Israel from international scrutiny 
and reinforced its claim to negoti¬ 
ate with non-Palestinian interlo¬ 
cutors. The peace process, a mis¬ 
nomer, thus became a mechan¬ 
ism for reconciling strategic re¬ 
quirements with tbe imperatives 
of peace, which perpetuated the 
20 years impasse. 

And yet America's uncritical 
support for Israel could not stop 
the latter from escaping accoun¬ 
tability to the U.S. body politic: it 
rejected every single U.S. initia¬ 
tive for a settlement, which in¬ 
volved territorial withdrawal 
from any part of Palestine, start¬ 
ing with the plan of Secretary of 
State William Rogers in 1969 and 
ending with that of George Shultz 
in 1988. And in between, it scut¬ 
tled President Carter's 1977 in¬ 
itiatives, whose fate was sealed by 
Camp David, and the 1982 
Reagan plan, which emerged 
stillborn. 

Israel was able to treat its. 
patron and benefactor with such 
contempt because it took tbe 
credit for having crowned it as the 
prime superpower of the region, 
principal custodian and sole arbi¬ 
ter of peace. The suspension of 
peace in the Middle East, which 
amounted to granting Israel a 
free hand in the West Bank and 
Gaza, was. in effect, the price of 
unilateralism. Given Israel's role 
as a bastion of anti-communism 
and a catalyst in Reagan's post 
Vietnam formula for U.S. milit¬ 
ary intervention, it seemed rather 
unseemly to bring up an issue as 
insignificant as that of the West 
Bank into the relations of the 
strategic allies. 

As long as that foreign policy 
climate prevailed, Israel was insu¬ 
lated from the pressure for a 
territorial settlement. Its utility in 
the U.S. global strategy far out¬ 
weighed its obligations for peace 
in the region. And thus the con¬ 
tinuation of the untenable status 
quo in the occupied Arab terri¬ 
tories was linked to heightened 
conflict in the world. By the 
same token, the urgency for re¬ 
consideration of that status quo 
would be likely to develop in the 
context of detente. 

The new Soviet approach 

The latter period of the Reagan 
presidency was one of profound 
change in the world at large and 
in the Middle East. That change 
carried a potential to unfreeze the 
status quo in the West Bank and 
Gaza, which has thus far been 
guarded by the special rela¬ 
tionship and reinforced by 
Reagan's anti-terrorism.. 
Whether that happens or not 
remains to be seen. But the press¬ 
ure on the United States to adjust 
to the change is growing. 

The two major developments 
in 1988 in United States policy 
towards the Palestine question — 
the Shultz plan and the dialogue 
with the PLO — came largely in 
response to these profound 
changes in the international, re¬ 
gional and local contexts of the 
Palestine question. They raised 
the question of whether the effec¬ 
tive suspension of the Israeli veto 
over U.S. contact with the PLO is 
an indication that Israel can no 
longer treat the special rela¬ 
tionship as a one-way street and 
whether the U.S. could defend 
interests and exploit opportuni¬ 
ties in the Middle East and con¬ 
tinue to back Israeli position, 
which undermine U.S. policy. 

The three dimensions of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict at the local, 
regional and international levels 
have been altered in such a pro¬ 
found manner that the assump¬ 
tions of the U.S.-Israeli converg¬ 
ence conld no longer avoid recon¬ 
sideration. The anti-cold war 
thinking and foreign policy re¬ 
forms adopted by Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev in 1985 were bound to 
have an impact on the frozen 
Middle East situation. The Soviet 
Union, which has been largely 
absent from the Middle East 
“peace process" since its 1972 
ouster by Kissinger, is now re¬ 
turning to the region — not as the 
sponsor of local surrogates or the 
arch enemy of “reactionary” 
Arab states or Zionist Israel, but 
as a superpower eager to play the 
role of a moderator rather than 
collaborator. Thus, faced with a 
Soviet policy which is beginning 
to assign pragmatism a certain, 
priority over ideology, the United 
States will be faced with both a 
historic opportunity and an 
obligation to end the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, a task which would ne¬ 
cessitate pressure on Israel and 
may thus impose a strain on the 
strategic alliance. 

The new Soviet approach is 
likely to take some wind out of 
the sails of the U.S.-Israel special 
relationship, having gone a long , 


Reagan’s legacy to Bush 


way towards meeting the U.S. 
position, and bringing with it a 
regional alignment most of whose 
components are normally pro- 
American. The scenario of the 
new line-up of Arab forces, in¬ 
cluding Egypt, Jordan, Saudi. 
Arabia, Iraq and the PLO, is 
conceived in an exchange of terri¬ 
tory for peace, which the U.S., 
Europe and the Soviet Union 
urge with varying degrees of 
emphasis. This Arab alignment, 
bolstered by the intifada and 
combined with the new Soviet 
approach, will place a heavy onus 
on the United States to reassess 
its policy. Furthermore, the 
Soviet Union, having just con¬ 
cluded or brokered agreements 
ending regional conflicts in 
Afghanistan, Southern Africa 
and Cambodia, will be in a strong 
position to argue that tbe impera¬ 
tives for an international settle¬ 
ment in the Middle East are no 
less urgent than elsewhere. Sup¬ 
porting this endeavour will be 
Western Europe, whose parlia¬ 
ment invited Arafat in September 
1988 to give a major address on 
tbe Palestinian perspective on 
peace. The invitation to Stras- 
'bourg emphasised a new Euro¬ 
pean readiness to participate in a 
peace process based on the con¬ 
cept of mutual recognition. 

The U.S. scene: 1) public 
opinion 

There are indications that a gap 
has been growing recently be¬ 
tween tiie requirements of public 
opinion and the content of public 
policy in the United States with 
respect to the Pales tin e-Israel 
conflict. The public mood has 
undergone some change, largely 
due to the intifada. Yet Palestine 
has never been high on the offi¬ 


cial agenda. As tong as it did not 
interfere in America’s policy 
objectives in the region, peace 
initiatives seemed unnecessaiy. 
The Shultz plan, despite its de¬ 
ficiencies and the lack of resolve 
to assure its success, was, in part, 
a response to altered domestic 
realities. Tbe subsequent U.S. 
decision to talk to the PLO, in 
response to Arafat's acceptance 
of U.S. conditions, also seemed 
to accord with the view of a 
majority of Americans. Public 
opinion polls taken before and 


port for Israel prior to the intifa¬ 
da held steady at 46 per cent 
during 1988, the percentage of 
support for the Palestinians, 
which had been rated by another 
poll at 11 per cent in January 
1988, reached 24 per cent in 
December. The change in public 
opinion was also reflected in the 
media coverage and in the atti¬ 
tude of the American Jewish 
community. 

Recent diplomatic history of 
the region reveals a number of 
so-called reassessments, under- 


“ America’s uncritical support for Israel could not 
stop the latter from escaping accountability to the 
U.S. body politic: it rejected every single U.S. 
initiative for a settlement, which involved territo¬ 
rial withdrawal from any part of Palestine, 
starting with the plan of Secretary of State 
William Rogers in 1969 and ending with that of 
George Shultz in 1988. And in between, it scuttled 
President Carter’s 1977 initiatives, whose fate was 
sealed by Camp David, and the 1982 Reagan plan, 
which emerged stillborn. ” 


kfter the 14 December U.S. deci¬ 
sion to open the dialogue re¬ 
vealed strong support for a PLO 
role in peace negotiations. In 
January 1988, a general call for 
peace was endorsed by 74 per 
cent and 48 per cent favoured 
“direct contact" between the 
U.S. and the PLO, of whom 56 
per cent did not even stake their 
approval on PLO recognition of 
Israel’s right to exist, as required 
by the Kissinger formula. This 
percentage increased in Decem¬ 
ber 1988 when a Gallup poll 
showed that 72 per cent approved 
of the U.S. decision to talk to the 
PLO while only 20 per cent dis¬ 
approved. The same poll also 
showed that although public sup- 


taken by successive administra¬ 
tions, including Reagan's. These 
were intended to remind Israel 
that occasional historical changes 
often alter the context and forces 
operating on U.S. and Israeli 
interests in the region, provoking 
divergence in their styles, concep¬ 
tions of security and the cost and 
nature of alliances. Such diverg¬ 
ences are not untypical of those 
occurring between colonial settler 
regimes, which must survive on 
the land, labour and resources of 
indigenous people, and the more 
mobile and flexible metropolitan 
interests, which must accommo- 
'date shifting alliances and emerg¬ 
ing political and economic forces. 
In a word, the United States is 


more capable of adapting to shift¬ 
ing alignments than Israel, whose 
margin of manoeuvre is con¬ 
strained by national and religious 
myths, which inhibit flexible poli¬ 
cy responses to change. 

The United States, as a 
power, is also called upon to 
with its increased diplomatic 
isolation. in the Middle East. 
Israel, on the other hand, acting 
under tbe impetus of a fortress 
mentality, has become accus¬ 
tomed to defiance and obstruc¬ 
tion of the international consen¬ 
sus, and almost oblivious to the 
cost of defending Israel’s territo¬ 
rial acquisitions and colonialist 
projects. Divergence in U.S. and 

Israeli conceptions of security was 
illustrated by Shultz's lecture to 
the Israelis on 5 June 1988, when 
he said: “The location of borders 
is less significant today in ensur¬ 
ing security than the political 
relations between neighbours. 
Peace is the real answer to the 
problem of security." In another 
lecture on borders, he said: “Bor¬ 
ders today are permeable and 
porous, indifferent to the ballistic 
missile." Richard Murphy, the 
under-secretary of state, sounded 
a similar theme when he said the 
“geography and conventional 
military strategy can no longer 
ensure security." He told Israel 
that the “key to real security" is 
the acceptance of “legitimate 
political rights.” He also raised 
the cost of suppressing the intifa¬ 
da when he pointed out tbe glar¬ 
ing disparity between Israel's de¬ 
fence expenditure which amounts 
to 19 per cent of gross national 
product and the average of 5 per 
cent for other countries in the 
world. Murphy even downgraded 
Camp David, which both the 
U.S. and Israel had come to 


regard as a sacred cow. He did 
not think that the “clock can be 
turned back to 1978,” adding 
that “this is an illusion which 
cannot and will not be fulfilled.” 

The task for Bush 

Although the changed rhetoric 
of U.S. policy signifies some de¬ 
parture: from the uncritical sup-, 
port of the general Israeli posi¬ 
tion, the Reagan-Shultz legacy to 
the incoming administration 
not been reversed by the decision 
to talk to the PLO. Shultz's root 
difficulty with the Palestinians is 
not terrorism or their refusal to 
grant Israel the right to exist, but 
rather his perception of their re¬ 
volutionary potential in a region 
over which the United States 
claims tutelage. But now, howev¬ 
er, Washington views the PLO as 
a spoiler of its territorial ambi¬ 
tions. 

The firm commitment of 
George Bush to the strategic 
alliance with Israel is not likely to 
erode in the near future: he may, 
however, have been granted by 
his predecessor room for man¬ 
oeuvre. His task will be to open a 
dialogue with Israel for the pur¬ 
pose of bridging a perceptual gap 
regarding the limits and obliga¬ 
tions of the special relationship 
and the dictates of U.S. and 
Israeli interests in the region. The 
debate will not centre on the 
rationale and substance of the 
relationship but on its manifesta¬ 
tions and procedural require¬ 
ments. The Palestinian uprising 
has reshaped and clarified the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in 1988; 
Bush's challenge is to reconcile 
the U.S. and Israeli responses — 
Middle East International. 
London. 


American Jews are misrepresented 


By Michael Lerner 

OAKLAND, California — The 
Bush administration will soon 
face heavy lobbying from the 
Jewish organisations that claim to 
speak for all American Jews. In 
fact, they don't. 

The Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish Orga¬ 
nisations. the America Israel 
Public Affairs Committee, the 
Anti-Defamation League and 
other impressive sounding coali¬ 
tions can be expected to convey 
support for Israeli policy. They 
will urge the administration to 
pay little attention to the recent 
State Department report on hu¬ 
man rights violations in the occu¬ 
pied territories, and will attempt 
to put curbs on the American 
dialogue with the Palestinian 
leadership. 

When Yitzhak Shamir arrives 
in America this spring, he is likely 
to try to use his wanned over 
autonomy proposals as a way of 
covering his continued refusal to 
negotiate with tbe PLO or to 
consider a Palestinian state. He 
can count on most of these lead¬ 
ers to endorse his ideas or un¬ 
characteristically keep their 
mouths shut about their objec¬ 
tions. 

The administration should note 
what the media are beginning to 
acknowledge: This leadership 
claims to speak for all Jews but 
represents only the most con¬ 
servative ones. 

There is another sector whose 
voices have been stifled inside the 
“organised Jewish community” 
and whose members are appalled 
by Israel’s brutal repression of 
the Palestinian uprising. They re¬ 


ject Shamir's attempts to per¬ 
petuate the occupation of the 
West Bank. 

Prime Minister Shamir's poli¬ 
cies are in question in Israel. Polls 
there this year show that a major¬ 
ity of Israelis would support 
negotiations with the PLO. Sha¬ 
mir's only hope for maintaining 
his rejectionist policies is to re¬ 
ceive a mandate from American 
Jewish leaders that he cannot get 
from the Israeli public. To ensure 
their loyalty, he .has invited hun¬ 
dreds of them to a gathering in 
Jerusalem in March. 

'The American and Israeli 
media interpreted the enthusias¬ 
tic reception Shamir got from 
these leaders last March as proof 
that his rejection of George 
Shultz's peace plan was sup¬ 


ported by American Jews. Per¬ 
ceived as spokesmen for Amer¬ 
ican Jews, these leaders put enor¬ 
mous pressure on congressional 
leaders to back away from their 
statements urging Israel to accept 
the Shultz plan. Three weeks 
later, the Los Angeles Times 
released a poll, conducted in late 
March, showing that 60 per cent 
of American Jews supported the 
Shultz initiative. 

B'nai B’rith, the American 
Jewish Committee and the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Congress, to name 
the organisations most frequently 
quoted, face membership crises. 
They have been unable to attract 
substantial number of Jews born 
after World War IT. 

Political and social conservat¬ 
ism, the absence of democratic 



mechanisms for choosing national 
policies and of real debate, and 
the replacing of authentic Juda¬ 
ism with empty ethnicity, have 
alienated young Jews from most 
Jewish organisations that claim to 
represent them. 

When young Jews join synago¬ 
gues ana give money to federa¬ 
tions to support social services in 
local Jewish communities and in 
Israel, they do not intend thereby 
to empower “national leaders'’ to 
speak in their names. 

The much touted “young lead¬ 
ership" is not elected but selected 
by professionals who hope to 
receive large donations from 
these budding businesspeople, 
who then are dubbed “commun¬ 
ity leaders" in return for their 
financial largesse. 

This skewing of the “organised 
Jewish community” toward the 
wealthy and toward talented fun¬ 
draisers encourages a climate of 
organisational conservatism that 
is out of step with the thinking of 
most American Jews. 

The bad news is that young 
Jews have distanced themselves 
from the Jewish world. They do 
so because they have found the 
organised Jewish world domin¬ 
ated by materialism, conformism 
and spiritual emptiness, and have 
found themselves branded dis¬ 
loyal or “self-hating." 

The good news is that a grow¬ 
ing number of young Jews no 
longer cede their heritage to the 

voices of the establishment and 
are creating alternative institu¬ 
tions. publications, conferences, 
study and prayer groups and con¬ 
sciousness-raising groups. 

In years ahead, the silenced 


majority will increasingly refuse 
to be hushed. Referendums on 
national policy affecting Jews, 
could re-energise the Jewish 
world and attract that majority. 
But democratisation is likely to 
be thwarted by the elites and paid 
professionals in the “organised 
Jewish community." 

The Bush administration and 
the media must not be misled by 
today's Jewish leaders. Shamir 
has no blank check from Amer¬ 
ican Jews to perpetuate the 
occupation indefinitely and to re¬ 
fuse to participate in serious 
negotiations — The New York 
Times. 

LETTERS 

Most 

gracious 

To the Editor 

I AM sure thousands of your 
readers join me in extending 
heart-felt gratitude to Sweden for 
its decision to contribute JD 2 
million worth for restoring a re¬ 
habilitation clinic for the physi¬ 
cally handicapped in Ramallah. 

This gracious humanitarian 
gesture could not have come at a 
more appropriate time, when the' 
neo-Nazis are increasing daily the 
number of handicapped among 
our brave freedom-fighters. 

George Khoury 
Amman 
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For all yonn 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-lo-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

'please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7606 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. ««676. 604696 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
J Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30% iargmr 

* From mntorgm- 
mottt 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 



EVERY 
DAY 

PEOPLE WHO NEED 

CLEANING 
* SERVICE'S- 

CALL US'. 

031 



Electrolux 


P.O.Box 025229 AMMAN 



CROWN 
INT’L KST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


'Agvnts mli over tho world 

Tel: 664090.660852 

Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door tp Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX1ZZZ 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take Away a vaifaMe 

Open daily 12:00 ■ 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 y 


The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

I si Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahbyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
• - Supermarket - 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight y 


CHINESE 

SpJ* RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN T0URISM0 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
. Trite-sway service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6JO p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 





wf* 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

msmamm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Kofiday fen hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 
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Cats eyes and 
a fools paradise 


*£ 


§§ a fools 

rW? 1 ^’ By Paul Lake 

. ‘ 7 fcr * J Reuter 

r „ m , J TORONTO — Canadian author 
Margaret Atwood risked outrage 
f i ing her devoted feminist foliow- 
kg by portraying young women 
^ > as vicious and manipulative in her 
"‘^cgiaqi ] atest nove j “Cat’s eye.” 

Ob < But the book, released in Bri- 
f ,Ce of ( tain in Janaary and in the United 
'' ^ifetj States in February, has so far won 
f;qt^ approval from even her most 
u fnr militant feminist readers, 
j. "-nfiid c Atwood. 49, said in a recent 
'■ a |i£ interview. 

• • rrccaj Women see in the novel the 

scheming and back-biting that 
:rr '-:\‘n-' marked the female relationships 
of their own early years, she said. 

“If we pretend that there are 
no power plays among women, 
we’re living in a fool’s paradise,” 
Atwood said. 

“You may ask yourself why 
there isn't a women’s movement 
that has 95 per cent membership 
-is and, J think, one of the reasons is 
that it takes people quite a lot of 

• •“? time to get over the distrust that 

• -*z they’ve built up towards one 

I-’ ~ another in childhood.” 

■ n: “Cat’s eye," Atwood’s seventh 

-M' novel, examines the bleak inner 

• :.:s life of Elaine Risley, a middle- 

aged Vancouver painter who re- 

• " turns to her hometown of Toron-. 


,: ms 
“Pv 
*. --mud 6 

r " :: 3 Jig 
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favourite Cat's eye marble to give 
her courage in the face of her 
friend’s cruelty. 

“Cat’s eye” is a sharp depar¬ 
ture from “Hie handmaid’s tale,” 
the 1985 novel that won Atwood 
her greatest international com¬ 
mercial and critical success. 

In “The handmaid's tale” 
Atwood created a futuristic tota¬ 
litarian society set in a nuclear 
wasteland once known as Boston. 

Atwood is acting as consultant 
for a film version of “The hand¬ 
maid's tale” being shot in North 
Carolina. 

Directed by Germany’s Volker 
Schlondorff from a screenplay 
by British playwright Harold Pin¬ 
ter, the movie. stars Robert 
Duvall, Faye Dunaway and Eli¬ 
zabeth McGovern. 

Atwood said that since “Cat’s 
eye" focuses on universal human 
concerns, its Canadian setting, 
even if unfamiliar, won't deter 
foreign readers. 

“What makes Faulkner a wri¬ 
ter of international stature is not 
the fact that he is writing about 
Oxford, Mississippi, but what he 
did with that,” she said. 

Like her character Elaine Ris¬ 
ley. Atwood is sharply critical of 
Toronto, citing mounting traffic 
and pollution problems. 


said. 

While foreign readers may be 
unfamiliar with Canada's cities, 
Atwood said, Canadian writers 
such as Robertson Davies, Alice 
Munro and Margaret Laurence 
command ■growing international 
respect. 

Only 25 years ago, she said, the 
world’s indifference to Canada's 
writers mirrored Canadians’ 
ignorance of a home-grown liter¬ 
ature that wasn’t even taught in 
school. 

“Canadian writers are just out 
there competing on the shelves 
with other people and doing pret¬ 
ty well at it.” she said. “It’s re¬ 
flected in the prices that intema- 
tonal publishers are willing to pay 
for their books.” 

Atwood said her 20 volumes of 
poetry, fiction and non-fiction 
have been tr ansl ated into 20 lan¬ 
guages, including Japanese, Rus¬ 
sian and Icelandic. 

“Almost- nobody ever gets 
translated into Icelandic,” she 
said with a laugh. 

Canada’s unique culture and 
past have generated a relatively 
large number of women writers, 
Atwood said. 

As Canada was until fairly re¬ 
cently a frontier society in which 
men were struggling to survive, 


turns to her hometown of Toron-. Had she not been promoting men were struggling to survive, 
to for a retrospective of her work. ^...“Cat’s eye” late last year,the. arts. were, left to women, 
Elaine paces the city and re- Atwood said, she might, have 'Atwood suggested, 
calls her anguished childhood, fought for change by entering But that same frontier tradition 
brooding over Cordelia, a girl politics. demanded that women, whether 

who tormented her by threaten- “I seriously considered running they were artists or grannies, be 
ing to suspend her friendship. for mayor. And if nobody else productive and hard-working, she 
As a child. Elaine carries her does it next time, HI do it,” she said. 


But that same frontier tradition 
demanded that women, whether 
they were artists or grannies, be 
productive and hard-working, she 
said. 


The story of Northern Ireland 

Those who die in confusion 


In Northern Ireland’s endless cycle of killing and revenge, the 
combined weight of statistics and rhetoric often eclipses the 
human tragedy. 


By Marcos Etiason 

■ ! The Associated Press 

/J COAGH, Northern Ireland — 
■' ;]r On an unseasonably warm and 
sunny day last week, the official 
- : death toll in the Northern Ireland 

- ' - ‘ conflict went up by one stock car 
"•racer, one violin-maker and one 
_ nearly blind old-age pensioner. 

Leslie Dallas, Austin Nelson 
and Ernie Rankin were chatting 
•. in the forecourt of Dallas’ garage 
J in Coagh when an Irish JRepubli- 
can Army squad drove up in a red 
-car and shot them dead. 

Why? The IRA claimed 40- 
KS? year-old Dallas was running the 
garage as a front for a Protestant 
—’ murder squad. The police said it 

was simply because the IRA com¬ 
prises sectarian murderers. 

_ , — Analysts eked unavenged pre- 

T vious murders. 

^ ;■>' .v Three Protestants killed in an 
. VO-* obscure county tyrone village 
\;.>M may be mere statistical blips m 
the larger picture of tire IRA’s 
68-year-fight for a United Ire- 
i land, and the Protestants’ equally 
? 1 \ d ®gg®d struggle to remain part of 
j, xvJj Britain. . 

But to, Coagh they were local 
heroes: , Dallas as a driving 
. champ. Nelson as a violin-maker 
who was 1 , just featured on Net- 
. y work TV, and Rankin as the 
1 ! a jovial old codger who played the 
ro le of village “character." 
i r : £$} The garage stands on a comer 
i • - w f of Hanover Square where genera- 
_j - y tions of villagers have stopped to 
.> shoot the . breeze.'The IRA 
admits that Nelson, 68, and 
■ r Rankin. 71, were innocent bys- 

tanders kilted “in - the general 

f£Ay confusion.” 

On the morning after the kill- 
y ings. Coagh (pronounced coke) 
was wrapped in an overpowering 
sense of hves abruptly cut down. 

' The raw shell of an unfinished 

violin lay on Nelson’s work table. 
/ • Two doors down; in Dallas’ gar- 
a 8 e < an uncompleted worksheet 
was spread on a desk, Jfis racing 
. j ^ trophies.linedthe wihdowsflL 
. i A red carnation was jammed in 
• the garage padlock.'Bunches of 
T* ~~ daffodils tayon the asphalt by the 
bullet-pocked garage wall. 

_ Such random death is depress- 
ingly common m Northern Ire- 
•’ * .p' il land. Ordiriary. peo^e.-die-m Ijie 
A3> ' - cross-fire, or becaose, they hap- 
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pened by just as a bomb ex¬ 
ploded. They may die supply 
because of their religion, or be¬ 
came they have a brother in the 
IRA, or because of mistaken 
identity. 

Nelson was a retired truck driv¬ 
er wbo bad turned to making 
violins in the shed behind his 
house. The TV documentary ab¬ 
out him was aired the night be¬ 
fore he died. 

“The film was the talk of the 
town. Dad was so proud,” said 
his son, Michael. 26. “Two ladies 
came by. They’d seen the film 
and asked to him to play them a 
tune. One of the ladies told him 
that even though she met him 
only for a short time, she’d re¬ 
member him for the rest of her 
life.” 

Rankin was a fife-long bachelor 
and soccer fanatic with distinctive 
white, shoulder-length hair. 
Being nearly blind, he would sit 
inches from the TV screen to 
watcb the games. 

He liked having local youngs¬ 
ters over for big matches and 
would make them tea while they 
watched the match. Among the 
qualities the villagers remember 
was his extraordinary ability to 
loop his leg around his neck. 

One day Rankin dropped in on 
Nelson. Then be ambled over to 
the garage to see who was around 
for a chat A few minutes later. 
Nelson put down the violin he 
was working on and headed off to 
join huh. The stolen ear canying 
the three IRA attackers was 
already on its way to Coagh. 

The killings pushed the overall 
death toll since 1969 to 2,727. 
Sixty-nine per cent were civilians. 

The ordinary suffer 

“It’s the ordinaiy people who 
suffer, and.no two ways about it,” 
snapped Nan Duff, a neighbour 
who saw the bodies lying by the 
garage. 

She could just, as well have 
been referring to Phelim McNal¬ 
ly, Tony Fusco, Barney Lavery, 
.Ian Catoey or 13-year-old Emma 
Donnelly.— just some of the 
people who have been killed “by 
mistake” in recent months. 

McNally loved children—at 28 
. be already had five—and playing- 
the accordion. His brother, Ran- , 


ers,- is a pro-IRA politician, but 
Phelim was never involved in 
anything that might single him 
out for murder. 

Last November, be delivered 
his pregnant wife, Pauline, to the 
hospital and went to Francis’ 
house to give his 10-year-old 
nepbew an accordion lesson. 
Someone knocked at the door. 
Francis went to the window. Phe- 
lim, less schooled in the art of 
survival, opened the door and 
was shot dead. 

Four hours later, Pauline gave 
birth to their sixth child. Death 
can have a grisly way of becoming 
a family event in Northern Ire¬ 
land. Dallas, for instance, died in 
front of his children. They had 
just gotten off their school bus. 

Then there was Lavery, 67, 
driving home with his 13-year-old 
granddaughter, Emma Donnelly 
when an IRA bomb went off 
outside a police station in Ben- 
buib and killed them. 

Emma was junior camogie 
(women's hurling) player of the 
year. Lavery had been the num¬ 
ber-caller at the bingo evening to 
raise funds for the ancient order 
of Hibernians. The ERA apolo¬ 
gised for the mistake. 

On Jan. 18, Catoey. 26, was 
shot dead by Protestant gunmen 
behind the counter of bis 
mother’s gift shop in Belfast. On 
Feb. 9, Fusco was gunned down 
while waiting for bis daily ride to 
his job at a glass factory. 

Both were Catholics. Neither 
had any known political links. 
The Ulster Volunteer Force 
claimed responsibility. As the 
priest said at Fusco’s funeral, it 
-was “guilt by association, guilt by 
family name, guilt by unfounded 
suspicion, collective and com¬ 
munity guilt, guilt by religion...” 


By Neil MacFarquhar 

The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Muithada Had¬ 
dad, one of Iraq’s emerging 
sculptors, spent six years fighting 
the Iranians in the Gulf war. The 
horrors he and other artists ex¬ 
perienced at the front have had a 
dramatic impact on Iraqi art. 

“I saw too many people- die in 
the war and they come out in my 
work. It was a very, very painful 
experience,” said Haddad, wbo 
lost his studio and foundry in the 
southern port of Basra when it 
took a direct hit from Iranian 
shellfire during fierce assaults on 
the city. 

Six months after the August 
ceasefire, few signs of the conflict 
disfigure the streets of Baghdad. 
In the capital's museums, galler¬ 
ies and artists' studios, the scars 
of battle live on. 

Gone are the idyllic land¬ 
scapes, the bedouins on horse¬ 
back, the scenes from the mar¬ 
shes and the mountains, all tradi¬ 
tional subjects that artists 
favoured before the war began in 
September 1980. 

In their place are searing sculp¬ 
tures and paintings that reflect 
the carnage the artists witnessed. 
Among them: 

Three sculptures by Haddad, 
displayed at a recent one-man 
exhibition, showing small bronze 
figures sitting twisted and bound, 
covering their faces. Tire group is 
called “prisoner of war." 

A statue commemorating a 
missile attack designed by 
Mohammad Ghani, whose whim¬ 
sical statues inspired by the 
legend of the 1,001 nights are 
Baghdad landmarks. A girl in the 
statue has two shattered stumps 
for legs. 

A painting entitled “War and 
Peace,” which won plastic 
surgeon A1 Hussein Bashiir the 
gold medal at the Baghdad Inter¬ 
national Festival, shows a man 
leaving the cold, metallic bonds 
of his military uniform to float 
among the clouds. 

"The war turned the work of 
most Iraqi artists into art that has 
something to say, not art for 
decoration," Bashiir, 50, said in 
an interview. “They may use the 
same style, but the subject has 
changed.” 

Results of war 

Fainter Shakir Hassan, 64, re¬ 
members his first visit to tire front 
after a fierce battle. 

“When I saw Basra and the 
front fines, I understood the 
dramatic results of war,” he said. 

“When the town itself is 
burned by bombardment, it 
means the existence of things is 
destroyed—not just humans, but 
walls, paintings as well.” 

One side of his pyramidal 
painting “Al-Fao,” created af¬ 
ter the Iraqi army recaptured the 
strategic southern peninsula in 
April 1988 after two years of 
Iranian occupation, is filled with 
brightly coloured triangles and 
squares. 

“I was using the cultural sym¬ 
bols from Arab and Islamic art, 
like old wall decorations from 
mosques, to represent the 
strength of the culture,” be said. 
“Rebuilding them means peace.” 

Artists and critics expect more 
powerful work to emerge once 
artists in the 1 million-strong 
army Iraq still keeps in the field 
get back to their easels. 

“In the past, the school that 
was dominant in Iraqi art was the 
calligraphy school," said promin¬ 
ent critic Jabra Ibrahim Jabra. 
“With the war, there was a reac¬ 
tion against that. 

“The younger artists are very 
powerful in their statements, us¬ 
ing rough colours, a lot of paint, 
taking a lot of liberty with the 
canvas. They’re trying to say 
something very personal and very 
agonised.” 

One strong theme that has 
emerged in the war-influenced art 
is the enduring legacy of the 
civilisations that prospered along 
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 

Artists said 5,000 years of his¬ 
tory in the region was a source of 
inspiration against the onslaught 
by Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini’s army. 

Ancient civilisation 

“We have an ancient civilisa¬ 
tion,” Ghani said. “Islam is re¬ 
latively young. It's only been here 
for the past 1,400 years. 
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Khomeini wanted humanity to go 
backwards, and we didn't want 
to go backwards.” 

Haddad used a group of people 
inspired by ancient Mesopota¬ 
mian wall reliefs to show the 
shock induced by the fall of Fao 
in 1986. The bearded figures stare 
off in the distance, mouths agape, 
hands crossed over their sto¬ 
machs. 

Iraqi artists point to the gener¬ 
ous checks the government con¬ 
tinued handing out during the 
war as another important well- 
spring of their work. 

“Our public isn’t quite like the 
public iu New York and Los 
Angeles in that it wants to ac¬ 
quire paintings for prestige,” Jab¬ 
ra said. “That's coming, but not 
yet.” 

Artists said Culture and In¬ 
formation Minister Latif Nisayyif 
Jasim visits most exhibitions, and 
any artist wbo has bad a one-man 
show is eligible for government 
commissions. 

Everything from the massive 
new Basra airport to conference 
rooms at the state oil marketing 
authority are hung with original 
artwork. 

A gold medal at Baghdad's 
international exhibition carried a 
$15,000 prize. While travel 
abroad is banned for most Iraqis, 
artists are allowed out to organise 
exhibitions of their work. 

The government has realised 
that giving artists a free hand was 
an “indication of the vitality of 
the nation,” Jabra said. 

Artists stress that they have a 
free hand in their work — 
although with a limited private 


market, official tastes tend to ernment’s tough standards in Part of the quality comes from 
dominate. selecting the works they commis- the highly competitive art col- 

Artists generally laud the gov- sion. leges. 
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When we found that children weren't impressed with the cuisine on our long haul flights, we 
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Iran toughens controls on traders ussr adopts sweeping reforms 

_ — ^ « w • MOSCOW (AP) — Communist which Gorbachev said would end land, deliberate destruction of 

to curb soaring prices, hoarding 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A new Iranian law to 
control soaring prices, hoarding and overcharging 
will go into effect in a month, giving courts added 
powers to deal with offenders, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) has reported. 


The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted chief justice 
Musavi Ardebili as saying that 
the law had been ratified by the 
Expediency Council, and would 
go into effect in about a month in 
order to give the relevant author¬ 
ities enough time to adjust. 

"With this law the magistrates 
and revolutionary courts will deal 
firmly with those who violate 
trading regulations," IRNA 
quoted Ardebili as saying. 

Ardebili’s announcement fol¬ 
lowed an appeal by parliament 
speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani's 
Saturday to Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to 
step in and solve “the serious 
problems" of inflation and unem¬ 
ployment, IRNA said. 

Tehran television, also moni¬ 


tored in Nicosia, Tuesday inter¬ 
viewed frustrated car owners in 
the downtown district of Tehran 
looking for spare parts for their 
broken-down automobiles, and 
such essentials as motor oil and 
anti-freeze. 

Such necessities are theoreti¬ 
cally supposed to be provided by 
the government at low prices, and 
rationed to the public. But as one 
passerby after another testified, 
the government stores always 
seem to be empty, but the black 
market was flourishing. 

One middle-aged bus driver 
who had travelled to Tehran from 
neighbouring Zanjan province 
with a few broken parts in his 
pocket complained that he had 
searched throughout the down¬ 
town district where auto-parts are 


sold, but could not find what he 
needed. 

“But isn’t the government re¬ 
sponsible for providing you with 
the parts.” the interviewer asked. 

“Yes.” said the man, “but they 
never have anything available." 

Another young driver showed 
his coupons entitling him to buy 
tyres, and said government coop¬ 
eratives had no ryres. 

“But if you look around here in 
the black market, there are plen¬ 
ty of tyres at inflated prices, as 
well as other auto parts. What I’d 
like to know is how come the 
government stores are empty, 
and the black market is 
flourishing," he said. 

After this comment, the inter¬ 
viewer cornered . a thin, un¬ 
shaven young man on a street 
comer who was selling tyres but 
who clearly didn't want to be 
interviewed. 

“How much are you selling 
these tyres." the interviewer 
asked, pointing to a pile of tyres 
in front of him. 

"12 tomans each," the man 


Yugoslav premier picks smallest 
team to tackle biggest problems 


BELGRADE (R) — New Prime 
Minister Ante Markovic. pledg-. 
ing radical reforms, has formed 
Yugoslavia’s smallest govern¬ 
ment to tackle the country's big¬ 
gest economic crisis since World 
War II. 

He said Thursday Yugoslavia 
could recover only through a 
complete deregulation of the eco¬ 
nomy with genuinely free mar¬ 
kets in goods, capital and labour. 

Markovic, 64, a liberal refor¬ 
mer from Croatia, faces the same 
economic chaos which forced his 
predecessor Branko Mikuiic to 
resign after only two and a half 
years in office. 

Yugoslavia is saddled with a 
$22 billion foreign debt, 345 per 
cent inflation, ethnic tensions and 
sweeping self-rule by its eight 
republics and provinces. 

"I have in mind deregulation 
— the revoking of laws and reg¬ 
ulations which suppress the role 
of the market and economic en¬ 
tities," he said in a broadcast to 


23 million Yugoslavs, after being 
endorsed almost unanimously by 
parliament. 

“It is necessary to deregulate 
all those areas which do not 
necessarily have to be state-reg¬ 
ulated and have to do with the 
market of goods, capital and 
labour... deregulation should be 
understood as a permanent pro¬ 
cess." 

But he warned that reforms 
would meet opposition from 
“conservative and ultra-conserva¬ 
tive forces" using the country’s 
social tensions as a rallying point. 

He brought in the smallest gov¬ 
ernment in Yugoslav history, 
with only 19 instead of 26 minis¬ 
ters. with key economic posts 
filled by new faces from the re¬ 
latively liberal republics of 
Croatia and Slovenia. 

Yugoslav political analysts said 
the ministers were mostly low- 
profile technocrats who might not 
have the political influence to 
realfee'Markovic’s concepts. 


"It’s not enough to be a good 
businessman in your own repub¬ 
lic.” one analyst said. “They will 
need political clout to make Mar- 
kovic's reforms a reality.” 

Markovic made no promises 
and set no targets in his speech, in 
contrast to Mikuiic who vowed as 
soon as he took office in May 
1986 to slash inflation by one 
third. 

He gave no indication he would 
introduce new austerity measures 
apart from those already in Miku- 
lic's programme: A realistic ex¬ 
change rate for the dinar, restric¬ 
tive monetary policy, free forma¬ 
tion of prices and positive interest 
rates. 

‘Fine words’ 

Western diplomats were cau¬ 
tious in thier assessment of his 
speech. 

“These are fine words.” a 
Western diplomat 'said. “But 
we’ve heard fine words before 
and we have to wait and see.” 


S. African government warns 
of drop in standard of living 


CAPE TOWN (AP) — The gov¬ 
ernment has presented its budget 
with a warning that South Afri¬ 
cans face lower living standards 
and higher costs in the fight to 
counteract anti-apartheid econo¬ 
mic sanctions. 

“Every South African will have 
to make a sacrifice in the battle 
against an economic onslaught 
which is being organised against 
the country internationally," Fi¬ 
nance Minister Barend Du PJessis 
told parliament. 

The 63.6 billion rand ($25.4 
billion) budget represents a 12.5 
per cent increase over last year's 
budget. 

Defence and education once 
again drew the biggest alloca¬ 
tions. 

Defence spending was pro¬ 


jected at 9.9 billion rand ($3.6 
billion), an increase of 13.7 per 
cent, while spending for educa¬ 
tion is projected at 11.8 billion 
rand (W.7 billion), up 19 per 
cent. 

Du Plessis announced that the 
general sales tax. already one of 
the world's highest, would rise 
from 12 per cent to 13 per cent, 
and said excise taxes on liquor 
and cigarettes also would in¬ 
crease. 

He said the “unacceptably 
high" 1988 inflation rate, which 
averaged 12.9 per cent, was cer¬ 
tain to increase in 1989. Experts 
have forecast a 15-per cent infla¬ 
tion rate later this year. 

“This set of unexpected and 
adverse economic conditions 
could not have come ar a worse 
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time for the government, with its 
sincere wish for reform and re¬ 
newal,” Du Plessis said. 

“Anyone who is involved in the 
allocation of funds cannot but be 
deeply affected ....knowing how 
tens of thousands are yearning for 
care and shelter, even just for 
something to eat.” he added. 

Total revenues are projected at 
54.1 billion rand ($21.64 billion), 
with a third of this coming from 
the general sales tax and the fuel 
tax. Du Plessis said the deficit 
would be 4.1 per cent of the gross 
domestic product. 

Regarding sanctions imposed 
on South Africa to protest apar¬ 
theid. Du Plessis said the eco¬ 
nomy has managed to survive, 
but he conceded that opportuni¬ 
ties for growth were being lost. 

Apartheid establishes a racially 
segregated society in which South 
Africa's 24 million blacks have 
not vote in national affairs. The 
five million whites control the 
economy and maintain separate 
districts, schools and health ser¬ 
vices. 

Advocates of sanctions 
“announce volubly in interna¬ 
tional forums the fatuous notion 
that a new. so-called just order 
can arise only from the ashes of a 
sanctions-consumed South Afri¬ 
ca,” he said. “Have they ever 
reflected upon the price in blood 
and tears and lost opportunities 
with which history will one day 
debit their account?" 

The only major tax relief pro¬ 
vided in the budget is a larger 
rebate for people over 65. 


said, which in the downtown ver¬ 
nacular means 120,000 riyals 
($1,600 at the official Vate). 

“Where did you get these 
tyres," the interviewer asked. 

“From here and there,” the 
man answered. 

And then, turning on another 
man who complained that there 
was a long queue for spark plugs 
around the corner for 3,500 riyals 
($50) a piece, the interviewer 
demanded, “well, why do you use 
your car so often that it runs 
down." 

Government worker cannot 
make both ends meet 

“Because being a government 
worker, there is no way I can 
make ends meet with my salaiy 
alone, and I use my car as a taxi, 
during my idle hours," the inter¬ 
viewee replied. 

The Iranian press has been the 
loudest voice calling for some sort 
of control to deal with runaway 
prices. 

Some newspapers, such as the 
daily Etelaat, called for drastic, 
punitive measures, even hanging 
hoarders or shopkeepers who 
overcharge. 

‘Bullet of justice' 

“Take a few corrupt business¬ 


men, line them up against the 
wall alongside merciless drug 
traffickers and fire the bullet of 
justice,” the daily suggested. 

But the daily Resaiat. which 
supports greater free market poli¬ 
cies, said that runaway inflation 
was a result of too much state 
control over the economy. 

"Overcharging, hoarding and 
the black market... are leeches 
growing in the unhealthy econo¬ 
mic swamp created by the cen¬ 
tralised state system," IRNA 
quoted Resalat as saying. 

The degree of government con- 
rrol over the economy is a major 
policy battle within the lead¬ 
ership. with Prime Minister Hus¬ 
sein Musavi the leading backer of 
a more centralised economy and 
President Ali Khamenei calling 
for a more laissez-faire system. 

The issue was put on the back- 
burner during the eight-year Iran- 
Jraq war. when inflation was 
blamed on the war. 

But following the Aug. 20 ceas¬ 
efire, there has been a renewed 
public outcry over soaring prices 
and shortages of virtually ail com¬ 
modities. 

Public discontent has grown 
even more as consumers take to 
the streets to shop just before the 
Iranian new year. 


Texas , Egypt formalise 
agricultural relations 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Egypt Gore’s dairy of Comanche, 
and Texas formalised their agri- Texas, which is selling cattle and 
cultural trade relations Thursday technology to the Al Helal 
amid predictions of valuable joint group of Egypt, and would be the 
ventures including a $24 million largest transfer of Texas agri- 
Comanche-to-Cairo dairy opera- cultural goods to Egypt since the 
tion. • sides began working Together 

Egyptian Ambassador Abdul six years ago. 

Raouf Al Reedy and Agriculture The Texas Department of 
Counsel Abdul Azeem AI Gazzar Agriculture (TDA) has also 
joined Texas Agriculture Com- arranged for the export of Texas- 
missioner Jim Hightower for the grown and processed honey, 
signing of a “memorandum of peanuts, picante sauce, non-alco- 
understanding” that creates the holic beer, cirrus juices, Ifver and 
Texas-Egypt exchange. cottonseed oil. 

“We're veiy happy with the TDA is now working with a 
ever-developing relation with Texas rancher and an Egyptian 
Texas and Egypt,” Al Reedy said importer on the pending purchase 
during a brief ceremony at the of 160 Texas Angora goats and 


embassy. 

“The relation between Texas is 
not only confined to cultural ex¬ 
change but now we are moving 
toward complete, tangible 
fields.” Al Reedy said, praising 


breeding technology worth nearly 5m,uar Trcc lu 

$200,000, the agency said. , 

“The Texas-Egypt exchange The parliament also called for 

that we are establishing here to- ‘“ r ” ,Aac,,r ' M: an 

day will enhance the potential of 
future agricultural sales and will 


MOSCOW (AF) — Communist 
Party leaders Thursday approved 
sweeping reform to give the na¬ 
tion’s fanners the right to lease 
state-owned land for life while 
maintaining the network of state 
and collective farms that fail to 
feed the Soviet people. 

Soviet consumers were prom¬ 
ised diets “up to generally recog¬ 
nised standards of nutrition” by 
1996, Politburo member Yegor 
Ligacbev told a news conference' 
after the party’s policy-making 
centra] committee approved the 
plan. 

Gorbachev has urged that far- 
mers be given freedom to decide 
what to plant, rather than having 
that decided by the bureaucracy. 

Iigachev said leases could be 
signed for any period of more 
than five years and be passed on 
to succeeding generations of far¬ 
mers. 

He said no one would be forced 
into leasing land, and that the 
giant state and collective farms 
would remain the backbone of 
Soviet agriculture. 

Setting targets for (easing would 
only encourage strong-arm tactics 
to fulfil the plans, Ugachev said. 

He said the approach to agri¬ 
culture would include leasing, 
self-financing and greater demo¬ 
cracy in rural life. 

Earlier Thursday, the official 
TASS news agency said speakers 
urged the central committee to 
approve the radical reform, 

Europarliamen 
backs banking 
reciprocity 
proposals 

STRASBOURG, France (R) — 
The European Parliament has 
backed plans to introduce a “re¬ 
ciprocity'’ policy which could 
make it harder for foreign banks ; 
to operate freely in the European _ 
Community (EC). 

In a preliminary opinion, the j 
parliament approved a proposal 
by the European Commission 
which would allow the EC to 
refuse new licences to foreign 
banks whose home countries did 
not give similar free access to EC 


which Gorbachev said would end 
decades of failure in Soviet agri¬ 
culture. 


Hightower’s initiative and pro- =*P a " d cooperation between 
dieting there would be many Texas and Egypt on such agn- 

^ , -r__i rr _. eulfura as iimvereifv r*»- 


even "tougher measures than 
those proposed by the commis¬ 
sion, demanding changes to dose 
up loopholes which could allow 
... r .„ vl „ H „ r ._ foreign banks to evade the policy. 

dieting there would be many ““ ^tv re- " “id the reciprocity test 

areas m which Texas and Egypt cultural issues as university re ,. . d everv a 

-nmmntp conrw* ration " Search into CT0p and livestock snouia ue applied every umc a 
could promote cooperauon. Droducrion th / human hea i th subsidiary of a foreign bank 

Texas, the nation s no. — agri- P . * . . , . wanted to set ud a new branch in 

cultural producer, is the first state and environmental hazards of wanted to set up a new oranen in 


with which Egypt has signed such agricultural pesticides, and 
an agreement, althoulh Texas aquaculture. Hightower said. 


has similar bilateral trade rela- At , J* 16 „ sa ,?? e t, f ne ' 

tions with Mexico and Israel, would really like to improve our 
. . . . agricultural potential, and move 

With Egypt and Texas at the beyond “getting aid here and 
me latitude, Hightower said there.” Al Gazzar said. 

;xas farming expertise and heat- j oe Neal, chairman of the 


same latitude, Hightower said 
Texas farming expertise and heat- 


aedimated crops and animals board and president of the Texas 
would be well-suited to produc- international Education Consor- 


tion in Egypt, including the 
thousands of dairy cattle that are 


tium, said states should be taking 
the initiative in international ex¬ 


being sold as part of the Com- changes and international rela- 


manche to Cairo dairy deal. 
The joint venture involves 


(ions, rather than waiting for the 
federal government 


SEWU VILLA FOR RENT 

Location: Abdoun opposite Olympia Hotel. 

Consists of three bedrooms, dining room, sitting room, 
guests room, two bathrooms, garden and garage. 

Please contact tel: 811606, 824939 


VACANCY 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Male/female, operates word processor, Telex and Fax 
with excellent command of English to write up reports, 
telexes etc. College degree in English/Journalism an 
asset. Working hours 7.30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday 
through Thursday. 

Those qualified, please contact or write to: 

Tapline Office 
P.O. Box 382 

Amman Telephone: 672312/672313 


the EC. 

The parliament vote is only a 
preliminary stage in the ECs 
complex decision-making pro¬ 
cess. The proposal must still be 
approved by EC ministers and 
■ will require a second reading in 
the parliament. 

It could, however, ignite a de¬ 
bate on the issue, which has 
sparked fierce criticism, particu¬ 
larly from Che United States and 
Japan. 

They say the proposal shows 
the EC is in danger of stepping up 
protectionism, creating a ‘“for¬ 
tress Europe” along withjts plans 
to set up a single market, free of 
trade barriers, by the end of 1992. 

The commission introduced the 
idea amid fears that foreign banks 
would reap the benefits of the 
EC's open market without their 
home countries offering same 
facilities to EC banks. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, £weifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tionplease call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


FOR SALE 

Complete house furniture for sale. All in excel¬ 
lent condition. 

If interested call 677794 from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. and 4-6 p.m. 


- TO LET - 

A house well-furnished or unfurnished, consisting of a 
salon 4x8 metres, dining room 4x5, three bedrooms, 
kitchen 4x5, 3 verandas one glassed, private garage, 
independent central heating as well as water and electric¬ 
ity with beautiful view of the capital in a quiet neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Tyche Hotel behind Wahbeh 
Tamari Schools. 

For further information please call 
Tel. 632623 or 632613 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED SEPARATE FLOOR 

3 bedrooms, 3 salons, 2 bathrooms. 2 balconies, with 
central heating and telephone. 

Call 662325 any time 
Location at Shmeisani 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe apartment, second floor,-two bedrooms, sitting 
room, dining room, kitchen, veranda, two bathrooms, 
central heating and telephone. 

Jabal Amman, First Circle 

Please cal! tel. 624730 Amman. 


In a newly two-bour speech 
Wednesday, Gorbachev said it 
would take years for the Soviet 
Union to be able to feed itself 
because of chemically despoiled 


land, deliberate destruction of a 
sound agricultural system preva¬ 
lent in the 1920s, and massive 
investments gone sour. 

He called for the abolishment 
of a government superagency cre¬ 
ated in 1985 to oversee the coun¬ 
try’s farm sector. 


Poles jostle for dollars 


WARSAW (AP) — There was 
jostling for position at the new 
foreign-exchange window of the 
PKO Bank Rotunda in the centre 
of the city Thursday, as Poles 
turned out in droves for the first 
day of legal exchange of :ziotys 
into U.S. dollars. 

While the official exchange 
rate is fixed at 570 zlotys to the 
dollar, the state-owned PKO 
Bank was offering dollars at a 
“free market” rate of 3,000 
zlotys. 

But none of the customers 
seemed to mind. They were hap¬ 
py .to have the greenbacks at 
any price. ■ 

Until now they were banned by 
law from buying dollars with their 
zlotys and had to avail them¬ 
selves of the ubiquitous black 
market. 

The bank also was selling zlo¬ 
tys, 2,900 for one dollar, a boon 
for those Poles who earn hard 
currency abroad or who provide 


goods or services for hard curren¬ 
cy. But that window was less 
frenzied. 

Demand for dollars is strong in 
Poland because the best material 
goods — ranging from houses to 
cars to imported electronics 
equipment to infant formula — 
usually are available only for dol¬ 
lars or other hard currency.. 

And the hordes of Poles who 
clamour to travel to the West to 
work, trade or vacation also need- 
hard currency to spend, since the 
zloty cannot be traded abroad. 

The new law on foreign curren¬ 
cies which took effect Wednesday 
is intended to end “the legal 
fiction" of the official exchange 
rate for private transactions, the 
official PAP news agency said. 

The law is part of the govern¬ 
ment's broader effort at econo¬ 
mic reform, which has a long¬ 
term goal of strengthening Po¬ 
land's notoriously weak currency, 
devalued regularly on Mondays. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 

Thursday, March 16, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Detfschcmark 
Swiss franc 


French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


A mma n Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 
previous week: 


Daily average 


March 11-15 
JD 496.781 


March 4-8 
JD 1,201,196 


Total volume 

JD 2,483,909 

JD 4.804,782 

Total shares 

1,332,095 

1,965.270 

No. of contracts 

2,144 

1.946 


Sectoral trading: 

- _ 

Industrial 

JD 1,544,194 

JD 1,321,202 

Financial 

(62.2%) 

(27.5%) 

JD 678,774 

JD 810,394 

Service 

(27.3%) 

(16.8%) 

(6.0%) 

(54.6%) 

Insurance 

(4.5%) 

(1.1%) 

Share price index 

126.3 

124.8 

No. of companies 

66 

63 

Price movement (rise] 

27 

8 

(decline) 

31 

48 


(stable) 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 
Tourists rates will differ from those quoted below. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7180/90 

1.1940/50 

1.8630/85 

2.1078/88 

1.6050/55 

39.11/14 

6.3250/300 

1371/1372 

131.00/10 

6.3860/910 

6.7940/90 

7.2805/55 

389.00/389.75 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Heavy selling in the troubled Chase Corp led to a 
late slump in prices, wiping out earlier gains. The Ail Ordinaries 
index lost 2.5 to 1,495.2. 

TOKYO — Prices dosed lower as investors, worried by the 
possibilities of higher oil prices and domestic interest rates, rook 
profits ahead of the weekend. The Nikkei index lost 77.23 to 
■32.021.01. 

HONG KONG — Profit-taking put pressure on blue chip prices' 
despite Hong Kong Land’s improved final result. The Hang Sene 
index fell 13.91 to 3,136.94. 

SINGAPORE — The market was buoyed by Wall Street's gains 
and prices dosed generally higher after hectic trading. The Straits 
Times industrial index was up 1.74 at 1,187.53. 

BOMBAY — Share prices finished lower in poor volume as 
marketznen kept to the sidelines dealing with account paperwork. 
Higher contango (carry-forward) charges ’that were fixed on the 
Calcutta stock exchange Thursday unnerved the market. 

FRANKFURT — Caution was the watchword in the equities 
market and mixed results were due more to technical factors and 
chance than to any underlying direction. The real-time DAX 
index dosed at 1,322.69. 0.95 points below the previous close. 

ZURICH — Share prices dosed mixed to lower on moderate 
volume. The all-share Swiss index dosed 0.2 point lower at 991.3. 

PARIS — Share prices ended off their day’s lows after falling 
sharply on news of a higher-than-expected rise in U.S. February 
producer prices. The 50-share price indicator dropped 0.09 per 
cent below the previous dose when the data arrived. 

LONDON—Shares were near their lows on the day reacting to a 
plunge on Wall Street following sharply higher U.S. producer 
ponce data for February. By 1606 GMT, tire FTSE100 was down 
43-5 points to 2,069,1. 

NEW YORK—Heavy selling hit the stock market after news that 
the February producer price index had jumped by 1.0 per cent. 
The Dow was off 49 points in morning trading. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Lewis to race in Tokyo meeting in May 

TOKYO (R)—Cari Lewis of the United States, the Olympic 100 
metres and long jump champion, will bead a star-studded field of 
60 athletes from 19 countries in the Tokyo international track- 
and-field meeting on May 14, organisers said Monday. They .said 
Joe Deloach, who beat Lewis into second place in the Olympic 
200 metres final in Seoul, would also be running. Olympic silver 
medallists Evelyn Ashford of the United States and Grace 
Jackson of Jamaica mil tine up among the women sprinters. Most 
of the foreign athletes, although Lewis and Deloach will not be 
among them, will also take part in the Shizuoka international 
athletics meeting in Hamamatsu, west of Tokyo, on May 7. 

Davis and White have tough opening 
battles 

SHEFFIELD, England (R) — Steve Davis of Britain cleared the 
first hurdle in the defence of his world professional snooker title 
Saturday in a match that was tougher than the 10-5 score suggests. 
There was a minute's silence before the start of play Saturday 
night as a mark of respect to those who died in the nearby 
Hillsborough disaster earlier in the day. Davis, the top seed who 
is bidding to equal Ray Reardon’s modern-day record of six world 
tides, defeated compatriot Steve Newbury to reach the last 16. 
Second-seeded Jimmy White of Britain also had to struggle before 
eliminating New Zealander Dene O'Kane 10-7. 

East German Olympic (swimming) star 
back and winning again 

EAST BERLIN (R) — Kristin Otto of East Germany, who won 
six swimming golds at last year's Olympics, was in winning form 
when she returned to action at the weekend for the first time since 
the Seoul games. The 25-year-old student journalist won both her 
events in a domestic competition here. She clocked one minute 
03.32 seconds in the 100 metres backstroke and 2:17.04 in the 200 
metres backstroke. Trainer Stefan Hetzer said the times were 
virtually the same as those recorded at the same event last year. 

Czechs, Germans tie 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden CAP) — Defenceman Bedrich Scerban 
scored midway through the final period to give Czechoslovakia a 
5-3 tie with West Germany in Saturday's opening game of the 
World Hockey Championships. Scerban beat goalie Karl Friesen 
from close range at 11:20 on the power play as the Czechs rallied 
from two goals down to pick up a well-deserved point. Veteran 
Dieter Hegen scored the first goal of the championships at 11:58 
in the opening period, firing a slap shot past goalie Dominik 
Hasek. Centre Vladimir Ruzicka tied it for Czechoslovakia at 
12:48 as the West Germans were playing one man short. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

eiBUTrlliuna MMla SWVteM. me. 


DOING THE IMPOSSIBLE 
vulnerable. North 


East-West 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A K Q 10 7 
9 Void 

0 Q J 6 S 

* A 9 7 3 

WEST EAST 

•963 #854 

V AQ 10 6437J92 
0 9 C- 10 8 3 2 

* Q J 8 # K 10 6 

SOUTH— - 

* J 2 
7K815 
0 A K1 4 
#542 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 0 2 9 

4 0 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of * 

Many years ago we came across a 
bit of verse about someone attempt¬ 
ing the impossible, only to find it 
couldn't be done. But sometimes 
someone lends a helping hand. 

West’s overcall suggested to 
North that most of South's points 
would be working. He decided, 
therefore, that slam should have 
reasonable play, and got there by 
the shortest possible route. 


West led the queen of dubs, 
ducked in dummy, and it held the 
trick as East signalled with the ten. 
The dub continuation was taken by 
the ace, and the king-ace of trumps 
revealed the bad break. Things 
looked bleak. 

Declarer tried three rounds of 
spades, discarding his losing club. 
When that bdd, he ruffed a dub 
and was in ecstasy when that suit 
also divided evenly, setting up a 
I6ng club on the table. All that re^' 
mained was to draw the last two 
trumps and claim the contract, since 
all dummy's black-suit cards were 
winners. 

Declarer did superbly to cash in 
on a lucky distribution. As is often 
the case, however, we must credit 
the defense with an assist. 

West's lead of the queen of dubs 
surely marked him with the jack. 
Therefore, East could have overtak¬ 
en with the king to shift to a heart. 
As the cards lie, that would have 
resulted in the slam going down. 
Declarer would have been forced to 
ruff In dummy, shortening the 
trumps there to three. Now, there is 
no way declarer can come to 12 
tricks. Try itl 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



’ve been trying to sell the 
motion picture rights to your 
recipe file. It'd make a great 
horror movie!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I $ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to term 
four ordinary words. 


NUCEL 


ummu 

" T S 

■ njAM ton Ww m 

■a tocm toeeg 


ABDEK 



□ 



LETI 

HEM 


T" 

~r, 

JL 


VRILEI 

a 

m 

■ 



Now arrange the cirded Idlers to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ter nmamir 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ENEMY COUGH 


(Answers tomorrow) 
VIABLE DEVICE 


Answer Why Dracula died of a broken heart— 
HE HAD LOVED IN -VEIN" 



Sabatini beats Graf 


AMELIA ISLAND (R) — Gabriela Sabatini fought 
back brilliantly from one set down to beat Steffi Graf 
in the final of the Amelia Island women’s tennis 
tournament and hand the world number one her 
first defeat of the year. 


ited playing a tittle diffe- 
layed a little 


Sabatini, serving strong and 
relying on her lively topspin 
groundstrokes, defeated Graf 3- 
6, 6-3, 7-5 to snap the West 
German's 31-match unbeaten 
streak in 1989. 

“This is a very emotional mo¬ 
ment for me." Sabatini said dur¬ 
ing the award ceremony on court. 
'1 really had to work hard to beat 
Steffi today. I had to fight." 

The Argentine teenager, one 
month shy of her 19th birthday, 
collected $60,000 for her third 
victory in 18 matches against 
Graf. 

Graf, who swept the Grand Slam 
last year, lost only three times in 
1988. Two of those defeats were 


administered by Sabatini, who 
beat the West German in the 
semifinals in this clay court 
tournament last year. 

“It's been a long time since I 
had to make the first speech," 
Graf told the crowd after the 
match. “It was a great fight. I 
hope one day I am back to show 
my best tennis." 

Graf, who had lost only one set 
all year prior to the match, col¬ 
lected 524,000. 

Graf started out in usual 
fashion, powering her way 
through the first set, which she 

won 6-3. 

Sabatini, .however, changed 
tactics and turned the tide. 


“I started 

rent, I played a tittle more deep," 
Sabatini said. “She started to 
make mistakes. My game was 
bothering her. In the beginning I 
was playing too short." 

The third-seeded Argentine, 
who readied the final by beating 
world number two Martina Nav¬ 
ratilova. began driving her 
groundstrokes deeper, mixing up 
her attack by adding loft to her 
strokes as she won the second set 
6-3 to tie the match. 

An early break gave Sabatini 
the edge in the final set but Graf 
refused to give in easily. 

With Sabatini serving for the 
match at 5-4, the 19-year-old 
West German reached break 
point by stretching far to her right 
to launch a scintillating lob that 
landed just over Sabatini on the 
back line. Sabatini sent a back¬ 
hand wide op. the next point to 
bring the set back on serve. 


But Sabatini responded by 
breaking right back, running Graf 
from side to side with her cross- 
court topspin, and then served out 
to win the deciding set 7-5. 

“This match gives me much* 
confidence for the future," Saba¬ 
tini said. “Fm there mentally, 
physically." 

Graf said she was bothered by 
leg cramps at the end of the third 
set and was trying to shorten the 
points. 

“I couldn’t wait for her to hit 
more moonballs. I had to be 
more aggressive," Graf said. 
“She always plays high topspin 
but not usually that high." 

Sabatini, who is still looking to 
win her firsi Grand Slam title, 
said she was looking forward to 
playing in Roland Garros next 
month in the French Open. 

“I have a good possibility in the 
French.’’ she said. “1 would like 
to win." 


Ethiopians dominate marathons 


ily (A . 

Metaferia and Dereje Nedi gave 
Ethiopia a 1-2 sweep Sunday in 
the third edition of the IAAF 
Men's World Marathon Cup. 

Metaferia, 20, outduelea his 
teammate in the last 500 metres 
(yards) of the 26.2-mile (42.1- 
ktiometre) race, finishing in 2 
hours, 10 minutes and 28 seconds 
— ejgbt seconds ahead of Nedi. 

Italy's Gianni Poli trailed the 
winner by 23 seconds in third 
place. 

The young Ethiopian runner 
improved by nearly six minutes 
his previous best marathon per¬ 
formance as he took his first-ever 
marathon race on his third 
attempt. He previously had won 
the world title for juniors in the 
20-kilometre (12.42-mile) road 
race. 

It was an all-Ethiopian day in 
the tough event through the 
downtown streets of Milan as the 
squad also took the team title, 
ahead of Italy. A third Ethiopian, 
Tesfaye Tafa, led the race from 
the sixth through the 21st mile 
(33rd kilometre). 

It was the first Ethiopian vic¬ 
tory in the world cup organised 
by the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF). 


The two previous editions of 
the competition, in Hiroshima in 
1987 and in Seoul in 1987, were 
taken by Ahmed Salah of 
Djibouti. 

Salah and several other top 
world marathoners — including 
Ethiopian no. 1 distance runner 
Belayneh Dinsamo — deserted 
the Milan race to compete in 
privately organised marathons 
which grant rich money prizes. 

Metaferia was faster than 
Salah’s time in Seoul taut was 2:19 
off the winner’s time in 
Hiroshima. 

The favoured Soviets lagged 
fourth in the team standings. The 
best Soviet athlete was Ravil 
Kashapov, who placed fourth 39 
seconds behind Metaferia. 

Two Frenchmen. Dominique 
Chauveiier and Bertrand Itweire, 
placed fifth and sixth, respec¬ 
tively. 

Japan's Takeshi So, who is 
expected to retire this year fol¬ 
lowing a streak of top pladngs in 
the major worid marathons since 
1983, lagged eighth, 2:25 behind 
the winner. 

Densimo wins Rotterdam 
Marathon 

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. APRIL 18,1989 


HOROSCOPE 


YOUR 
DRILY 

— A&Charted.By.ftp Carroll FUghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Today’s aspects bring witty, alert 
responses with a me-firat approach 
that can be mentally pushy. Intui¬ 
tion ia keen with an amphaaia on the 
performing arts. Expect some com¬ 
muting delays. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) There 
is discord in the background that 
will stay there if you remain silent. 
You learn to give and take. Play 
gomes with the family to relax. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
You may prefer a productive, but 
low key, rote. Eliminate flash-in-the- 
pan types who ride on your 
coattails. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You could be emotionally hurt over 
a sensitive issue. Your analysis of 
affairs could be faulty or 
inconclusive. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) You will whistle whQe you 
work. A lover's spat can turn into 
a magnificent kiss and make-up 
awakening. 

LEX) (JuL 22 to Ang. 21) You 
drive home an important point and 
get recognition from superiors. It 
may be necessary for you to take 
charge of the family budget. 

VIRGO (Aug. 2i to Sept. 22) 
When you push yourself to the limit 


you feel that life is all give and no 
take. Your Mercury-ruled sign 
prefers to know the facta. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) You 
put your heart and soul into a pet 
project, or a special someone. Ex¬ 
pect some great conversation and 
head-over-heels action. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Call up a Gemini pal and arrange 
for some social excitamenL r serpen- 
dipity style! Be more vicarious. Do 
some pleasure spending. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Beat the blues by arranging out¬ 
door activities. Someone could 
misunderstand unless you leave a 
note or message. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Put out a small amount of affection 
and you will be nicely smothered. 
This is not a sensual avalanche, but 
things are better than usual. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Some of your companions wonder 
how you can be so dose one dsy and 
distant and hard to reach the next. 
Bp! ter communication wQl help. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You 
get star billing in the friendship 
department. Your helping ways are 
becoming legendary. Siblings de¬ 
light when you plaj’ their games. 


THE Daily Crossword by WKCam Canine 


ACROSS 
1 Snaky lizard 
5 IL Island 
B Bombecfc 

13 Cams down 

14 Midday 

15 Discover 
17 Old Disney 

film 

20 Run off 

21 Bm Gees e.g. 

22 Noun suffix 

23 History Muse 
25 Hardtaek 

27 Mounts 

30 Hallux 

31 Comic Bert 

32 — upon a 
time 

35 Vespiaries 

39 Gr. latter 

40 Indian 

42 Kook 

43 Sailing boat 

45 Tropical 
rodent 

46 Divan 

47 Bakery Item 
49 Pike 

51 Term 

56 Gleam 

57 Eng. school 

58 Tomahawks 
BO NT book: 

abbr. 

63 Heroes of a 
Disney film 

66 Comets 

67 Ash 

66 “L'- Cast 
mol" 

69 Does a lawn 
Job 

70 Scattered 

71 Odors 

DOWN 

1 Secure 

2 Heb. month 

3 Hero of 8 
Disney ftlm 

4 Office need 

5 Final# 

6 High room 

7 Swine 

8 Hair 

9 Taman Ron 



: IBM TrOuna Mmfla Sarvfcm. Inc 
an R4jMs R«Mfv«c 


10 Arbiter 

11 Fr. river 

12 Betal palm 

IB Requirement 
18 Berlin 
negative 
is Surtoul 
24 Fragrance 

26 Pro — pubHco 

27 Peaks 

28 Mori 

29 Fastener 

33 IRS man? 

34 Everyone 

36 Heroine of a 
Disney (Dm 

37 Porous 

limestone 
36 Layover 

40 Sacred buB 

41 Former 
Secretary of 
state 

44 With no fixed 
limit* 

46 Customer 
48 Let. abbr. 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
□□□ran nnnn nrann 
nnnnnnnnnin nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnorc 
nnnnnn nnnn-inn 
ncHiHEi undo nnnn 
□nme non nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnra nrarannm 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nan 
nonn rannnanoann 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


50 Mirth 
61 Cain's sib 

52 Character of 
people 

53 Promontory 

54 Leaves 

55 Rocket type 


58 ODa podrida 
61 My wont! 

82 Concontee 

64 Big 
curve 

65 Defghlon or 

Dykatra 



g 


AP) — B elan eh Densimo of 

thiopia Sunday won the 1989 
Rotterdam Marathon in 2:08.39, 
but failed to improve his 1988 
world record of 2:06.50, also set 
in the Dutch port city. 

Second to finish was Alejandro 
Cruz of Mexico in 2:09.24, with 
Dutch runner Marti Ten Kate 
finishing in third place in 2:10.03. 

A remarkably relaxed Densi¬ 
mo, 22, and 21-year-old Cruz 
broke away from the rest of the 
runners shortly before the 30- 
kilometre (18.6 mile) mark, 
which they passed in 1:30.29. 

But the Ethiopian finally took, 
the lead about 20 minutes before 
the finish. 

Running in a cool 9 degrees 
Celsius (48 degrees Fahrenheit), 
with wind speeds ranging around 
14.4 kilometres (S.9 rimes) an 
hour and 88 per cent humidity, 
the Ethiopian policeman won his 
third successive Rotterdam race. 


Soviet Zvereva signs U.S. 
agent to regain earnings 


AMELIA ISLAND (R) — Nata¬ 
lia Zvereva, the Soviet Union's 
top-ranked tennis player, has 
hired a U.S. sports marketing 
firm to help pressure her coun¬ 
try's tennis officials into allowing 
her to keep her winnings. 

Zvereva, ranked eighth in the 
world, is the first Soviet player to 
be represented by a Western 
sports marketing company, Sara 
Fornaciari of Proserv, the 
Washington, D.C.-based com¬ 
pany which signed Zvereva, said 
Friday. 

“I want to exercise my rights as 
professional tennis players do the 
world over, which means that I 
must receive my prize money 
directly and also all of my other 
income. I want to establish my 
own schedule as the other players 
do," Zvereva said in a statement 


issued through Proserv. 

Zvereva's earnings now go to 
the Soviet Tennis Federation. 

She earned $361,354 last year 
and so far this year has won 
$60,000. 

Zvereva, who will celebrate 
her 18th birthday Sunday, re¬ 
ceives $1,000 a week plus ex¬ 
penses from the Soviets, Forna- 
dari said. 

“I want to continue to work 
closely with the Soviet Tennis 
Federation in many areas and to 
support ray country both finan¬ 
cially and in ail international 
competitions," Zvereva said in 
the statement. 

At a press conference, 
Zvereva made .it clear she did 
not want to sever ties with her 
homeland. 

“I am not going to defect from 


my country," 
response to a 


Zvereva said in 
question. 

Asked if the Soviet -Union 
understood her concern about 
earnings, Zvereva said: “l d^n'r 
think rhey understand that. Be¬ 
cause if they did they would 
change." 

Zvereva, who is coached by her 
father, was eliminated earlier this 
week by a qualifier ir. the 
$300,000 Amelia Island 
tournament. 

Zvereva, who said she was n> i 
afraid of possible negative reac¬ 
tion from the Soviet Union to her 
announcement, also joined the 
Women’s International Tennis 
Association (WITA) along with 
compatriot Larisa Savchenko 
They are the first Soviet players 
to join the WITA. 


UK clubs reentry threatened by deaths 


LONDON (AP) — Only last 
week, Liverpool fans and the rest 
of the English soccer world were 
looking forward to the end of a 
long exile from European com¬ 
petition. 

Now, the celebrations have 
turned to doubt following the 94 
deaths this past Saturday at an 
overcrowded soccer stadium in 
Sheffield, Northern England. 

Officials of ’ both worid and 
European levels of-soccer said 
they would have to think hard 
about re-admitting English teams 
to their competitions. 

Reports indicated that Satur¬ 
day’s disaster had nothing to do 
with crowd violence, once dub¬ 
bed “The British Disease,” that 
resulted in the nation's ouster 
from European competition. 

But officials pointed to the 
tarnished reputation of the fans 
and called for an end to standing- 
room areas like the one where 
many of the deaths occurred 
Saturday at Hillsborough Sta¬ 
dium. 

"We have been saying for a 
long time that standing room 
must be converted into seating 
space,” Gerhard Aigner, 
UEFA's General Secretary, said. 
“But that will take time in view of 


the traditions and the costs." 

Sepp Blatter, Secretary Gener¬ 
al of the worid soccer body T FIFA 
said “preconditions are bad for a 
participation by Englistr dubs in 
European competition." 

“We have been preaching... 
that soccer stadiums must be 
made more comfortable," Blatter 
said in a Swiss newspaper inter¬ 
view. "That means there should 
be exdusively individual seats. 
Such disasters have been occur¬ 
ring only in the standing'room 
sections." 

Only last week, UEFA 
announced it was lifting the ban 
on English club partidpation in 
the Champions Cup, Cupwinners 
Cup and UEFA Cup in time for 
■ the 2990-91 season, pending a 
review next April and good be¬ 
haviour by the fans. 

The English were barred after 
the 1985 Heysel Stadium riot in 
Brussels when a rampage by 
Liverpool fans killed 39 fans be¬ 
fore the Champions Cup final 
against Juventus of Italy. 

Aigner said UEFA “will not 
jump to hasty conclusions" and 
would await the findings of a 
British government and English 
Football Association inquiry be¬ 
fore re-assessing the dedsiou to 


lift the ban. 

In Saturday's FA Cup semifinal 
between Liverpool and Notting¬ 
ham Forest, hundreds more fans 
than the offirial capacity packed a 
standing area behind one of the 
goals. Dozens were crushed 
through sheer weight of numbers 
as an anti-riot steel fence col¬ 
lapsed under pressure. 

Aigner noted that UEFA reg¬ 
ulations for top European games 


“That is, the decrepid nature of 
stadiums, the poor organisation 
of the match and of the security 
personnel," he said. 

The president of the Swiss 
Football Federation, voicing 
shock at the Sheffield disaster, 
was quoted Monday as saying be 
will ask the Swiss army to help 
police ensure safety at the May 10 
European Cup of cupwinners fin¬ 
al at Beni between Sampdoria 


require that" 5 jfcir cent of the Genoa and CF Barcelona, 
standing tickets remain unsold. L ‘ 

“This results in a sort of safety 
margin and to prevent over¬ 
crowding,” he said. 

Blatter said whether or not fan 
violence had occurred, hard-core 
English fans had not learned any 
lessons. 

“After the Heysel catastrophe, 

Mrs. Thatcher described the En¬ 
glish fans as a disgrace for Eng¬ 
land." Blatter was quoted as 
saying.” Let’s see what she will 
say now." 

In France. Michel Platini, one 
of that nation's soccer greats and 
now the national squad manager, 
said that although the Hillsbor¬ 
ough disaster did not involve 
crowd violence, it stemmed from 
the same cause as the Heysel 
tragedy. 


To have police alone is nor 
enough," Freddy Rumo was 
quoted as telling Blick, Switzer¬ 
land's top circulation tabloid. 

“There must not be new Shef¬ 
field disaster,' he added accord¬ 
ing to Blick. “We must take all 
precautions. This week. I will 
request the army command to 
make troops available." 

Rumo also was quoted as 
saying that Switzerland should 
never again offer to host a Euro¬ 
pean club competition final. 

“We have no stadium where 
absolute safety is guaranteed," 
Blick quoted Rumo, who is also 
vice president of the Union of 
European Football Associations. 
UEFA. “In the future, UEFA 
will award finals to stadiums 
which have only seating space." 


Peanuts 




ALW/V5 GO AROUND A 
PINING ROOM CHAIR ..NEVER 
TRY TO GO THROUGH IT f 



Mutt'n’ Jeff 


JEFF- IF VOU Htt/E HALF M 
A MIND TO GET MARRIED. 
DO IT?— THAT'S ALL 
IT TAKES/ 
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s World News 


Chile denies anti-Japan move in fruit war 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 18,1989 


SANTIAGO (R) — Chile Friday denied it was 
detaining Japanese fishing boats in retaliation for 
Tokyo’s embargo on imports of Chilean fruit. 

“No fishing boat is being held their market to our fruit," he 
up in port and one set sail after an said. 

inspection last night,” Foreign Chilean maritime director Cap- 
Ministry spokesman Carlos Ducti tain Hector Higueras told Ren- 
said. teis Friday that the navy had 

On Thursday Chiieaa navy carried oat an exhaustive inspec- 
chief Admiral Jose Toribio Men- tion of a Chilean-registered boat 
no said he had ordered all owned by Taiyo Fishery of Japan 
Japanese fishing boats in Chilean and the boat was free to start 
ports detained until Japan lifted frshing again, 
the embargo. “This is routine procedure to 

“The Japanese have dosed make sure they are complying 
their markets to Chilean fruit and with international security regula- 
I have detained their boats in dons,” he said, 
port," he said in a speech at a On Thursday Higueras said 
rtaval air base near the port of five Japanese-owned boats were 
Valparaiso. being held up in port for rigorous 

“Nobody fishes until they open inspections. He said two of the 


Gandhi 
murder 
report 
sparks 
uproar 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Members have taken an oath of secrecy, 
of India's ruling party said Friday But about 80 Congress Party 
they will present an ultimatum to members say they have obtained 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi — detailed portions, which they 
either he release a secret report planned to present to the prime 
that allegedly links a key aide to minister and insist he hand over 
his mother's assassination, or the entire report to parliament, 
they will. One Congress Party member. 

Gandhi has weathered four insisting on anonymity, said they 
days of opposition-inspired poii- would “present the prime minis- 
tical turmoil since a major Indian ter with a fair accompli ...either 
newspaper published excerpts he discloses the report or we 
from a commission's inquiry into will.’* 

the 1984 assassination of Prime The inquiry, ordered by the 
Minister Indira Gandhi. government and conducted by 

But Friday's ultimatum was the Supreme Court Judge M.P. 
first sign of dissension among Thakkar, paralleled police inves- 
members of Gandhi's Congress ligations into Mrs. Gandhi's 
Party, which he must lead into assassination Oct. 31, 1984. It 
■ general elections by the end of was submitted to the government 
the year. IS months later. 

The government, citing nation- Opposition leaders in parlia- 
al security interests, has refused ment began demanding the re- 
to release the report. port Tuesday after the Indian 

Government sources, insisting Express published excerpts and 
on anonymity, said the report has sought to link a powerful govern- 
been seen only by Gandhi and ment official to Mrs. Gandhi's 
two senior cabinet ministers who murder. 


Criticism clouds U.S.- 
Japan fighter project 


TOKYO (AP) — A proposal for 
joint U.S.-Japanese development 
of Tokyo’s next jet fighter plane 
FSX has spurred cries of exces¬ 
sive generosity on both sides of 
the Pacific, raising questions 
whether Japan may go it alone. 

“Both sides remain dissatis¬ 
fied, both feel they gave away too 
much," the national newspaper 
Asahi Shim bun said in a recent 
editorial. “Is it possible for the 
two countries to undertake the 
project in a positive way while 
there remains dissatisfaction on 
both sides?” 

Proponents say the joint pro¬ 
ject would strengthen the U.S.- 
1 Japanese alliance and make it 
easier for the two sides’ air forces 
to work together. 

“It is my judgement that the 
FSX represents a good deal for 
Japan, a good deal for the United 
States and an excellent deal for 
the U.S.-Japan security and in¬ 
dustrial relationship." former 
U.S. Defence Secretary Frank C. 
Carlucci told a Senate subcom¬ 
mittee. 

But controversy remains. 
Japan considered itself generous 
forgiving U.S. companies a share 
in developing the FSX plane. 
American critics say the deal has 
turned into a giveaway, to Japan, 


of technology that helps make the 
United States a world leader in 
aircraft. 

“Japan’s primary aim is not 
simply to upgrade its fighter de¬ 
fence forces in the most cost- 
effective manner," U.S. Senator 
John C. Danforth has said. “In¬ 
stead, its primary intention is to 
develop its own viable aerospace 
industry.” 

U.S. congressmen say Japan 
simply should buy U.S.-made 
planes to help cut America’s $50- 
billion deficit in trade with Japan. 
While they say this would be 
cheaper, too, the Japanese have 
disagreed. 

U.S. critics also have been un¬ 
happy over the main Japanese 
contractor — Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, accused by some con¬ 
gressmen of helping Libya build 
an alleged chemical weapons 
plant. Mitsubishi has denied 
sending equipment or personnel 
for that project. 

While a few Japanese lawmak¬ 
ers have suggested Japan go back 
to its original plan of developing 
the plane alone, Defence Agency 
Director General Kichiro Tazawa 
said Tuesday he expected 
"prompt" U.S. approval for the 
joint project. 


boats were docked in a naval 
shipyard for repairs. 

In Tokyo, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Chile had asked 
some Japanese ships into port for 
security reasons. He said Japan 
could not say anything about it as 
the jurisdiction of the waters was 
Chile’s. 

Japan followed the United 
States and Canada in banning 
fruit imports from Chile Monday 
after the discovery of two grapes 
contaminated with cyanide in 
Philadelphia. 

Japan last year opened its mar¬ 
ket to Chilean grapes for the first 
time. Chilean exporters had 
hoped to sell Japan $30 million of 
table grapes this season. 

Chile’s $600-milJion fruit ex¬ 
port trade, the country's second 


biggest foreign currency earner, 
was paralysed by the U.S., 
Japanese and Canadian embar¬ 
goes. 

Japan is not expected to lift its 
embargo unto the United States 
does so first. 

Chilean Foreign Minister Her- 
nan Errazuriz, in Washington for 
urget talks with U.S. authorities 
aimed at ending the ban, mis¬ 
takenly announced that Japan 
had re-opened its market to Chi¬ 
lean fruit, a foreign ministry offi¬ 
cial said. 

Errazuriz was referring to 
Hong Kong, where imports of 
Chilean fruit were resumed 
Wednesday, the official said. 

U.S. may lift ban 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 



U.S. government is dose to com¬ 
pleting a plan that would allow 
Chilean fruit in warehouses to be 
released and sent to market, a 
senior U.S. offidal told Reuters 
Friday. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition he not be identified, 
said U.S. offidals met last night 
and were to meet again shortly to 
review the latest findings in the 
U.S. government’s search for 
further evidence of cyanide-con¬ 
taminated fruit “It depends on 
the data. If no more contamin¬ 
ated fruit is found, we can go 
ahead with the plan,” said the 
offidal. 

The offidal said an announce¬ 
ment could come as early as this 
morning. 



Greek premier reshuffles 
cabinet but no new faces 


ATHENS (R) — Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou, 
aiming to restore confidence in 
his scandal-hit government, 
reshuffled bis cabinet Friday but 
reappointed several ministers 
who had been expected to lose 
their posts. 

Papandreou sacked his full 
cabinet Thursday to have a free 
hand to clean house and stop 
damage from a $200 million bank 
scandal battering his Sodalist 
government. 

But only four ministers were 
not reappointed, including Public 
Order Minister George Petsos 
and Justice Minister Vassilis 
Rods. 

Others widely expected to 
leave or change ministries re¬ 


turned to their jobs. 

Among them were Defence 
Minister Yannis Haralambo- 
poulos, Economy Minister 
Panayiotis Roumeliotis and 
Papandreou’s son. Education 
Minister George Papandreou. 

Petsos, Roumeliotis and 
George Papandreou have repe¬ 
atedly been linked in press re¬ 
ports with fugitive tycoon George 
Koskotas, the man at the centre 
of the bank scandal. He is ac¬ 
cused of embezzling millions from 
his privately-owned Bank of 
Crete. 

The ruling Panhellenic Socialist 
Party (PASOK) has faced months 
of political trouble, with scandals 
in the arms and banking indus¬ 
tries, Papandreou's affair with an 


airline hostess and questions ab¬ 
out his health after heart surgery 
in September. 

But the prime minister 
appeared unable to enlist support 
from party stalwarts such as for¬ 
mer Economy Minister Kostas 
Simitis who had been tipped to 
enter the government. 

They have severely criticised 
the government’s handling of the 
scandals and called for a house 
cleaning before elections due 
June 18. The party's popularity 
has plunged in opinion polls over 
the past five months. 

Papandreou survived a confi¬ 
dence vote in parliament Tuesday 
but only after suffering new de¬ 
fections from PASOK ranks, 
prompting the cabinet reshuffle. 


Authorities dismiss reports that 
Pan Am blast suspect detained 


LONDON (AP) — British and 
West German authorities are dis¬ 
counting a report that a suspect 
has been arrested in the bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103, which blew 
apart over Scotland in December, 
killing 270 people. 

Meanwhile the Times of Lon¬ 
don. quoting unnamed govern¬ 
ment sources reported that the 
suspect has been identified. 

The London newspaper Today, 
in an unattributed report, re¬ 
ported Friday that “the prime 
suspect, a member of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales¬ 
tine-General Command (PFLP- 


GC), is believed to be under 
heavy guard somewhere in 
Europe.” 

The Times of London said 
police and security services inves¬ 
tigating the bombing of the flight, 
which originated in Frankfurt, 
West Germany, know the identi¬ 
ty and whereabouts of who made 
and placed the bomb. 

An unnamed Frankfurt police 
spokesman quoted by the British 
domestic news agency Press 
Association said be knew nothing 
of any suspect being held and the 
Scottish office, the government 
department responsible for Scot¬ 


land, in a statement described the 
Today report as “pure specula¬ 
tion." 

The transport department said 
it issued two warnings of a bomb 
plot in the month before Flight 
103 was destroyed but U.S.-basal 
Pan Am said Thursday that the 
second one came weeks late, by 
mail. 

Transport Secretary Paul 
Channon insisted Thursday that 
the second warning, made two 
days before the bombing; was “of 
no importance” because the U.S. 
Federal Aviation Administration 
already bad been alerted. 


FMLN steps up campaign 
to disrupt El Salvador poll 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — A 
rebel campaign to disrupt Sun¬ 
day’s presidential election con¬ 
tinued Friday with power black¬ 
outs. a traffic stoppage and 
threats against election workers. 

The armed forces said the ban 
halted 90 per cent of the nation's 
highway traffic, and officials said 
at least 60 per cent of electrical 
power was out. 

Campaigning was officially 
over and guerrilla violence was 
down, but an offidal said he 
expected more violence before 
the vote. 

“We are going to hear some 
bombs, and we are going to see 
sabotage and they will make us a 
bit nervous," defence minister 
General Eugenio Vides Casanova 
said in a televised interview 
Thursday. 

Most of the capital was without 
power and many areas had no 
water. Making a telephone call 
could be an all-day affair. Heavy, 
three-pronged metal tacks were 
scattered on streets to puncture 
tires. 

Guerrillas from the Farabundo 


Marti National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) made sporadic hit-and- 
run attacks in several provinces. 
An explosive went off in a jeep in 
a poor neighbourhood of San 
Salvador, injuring a small child. 

The leftist FMLN renewed it 
threat against election workers 
and claimed in a clandestine 
broadcast that "uncertainty con¬ 
tinues over whether there will be 
elections" Sunday. 

FMLN offidals interviewed in 
Mexico City said Thursday that 
they hoped to discredit the elec¬ 
tion, leaving negotiations over 
their proposal to participate in 
the political process as the only 
viable alternative. 

The three main contenders in 
the election are Alfredo Christ¬ 
ian!, 41, of the rightist Republi¬ 
can Nationalist Alliance, or 
ARENA, Fidel Chavez Mena of 
the incumbent Christian Demo¬ 
crats, and Guillermo Ungo of the 
leftist Democratic Convergence 
Alliance. 

All called Thursday for Salva¬ 
dorans to defy the FMLN boycott 


and vote. 

The government and the milit¬ 
ary have assured Salvadorans 
they will be protected when they 
go to the polls. 

Traffic bans have become stan¬ 
dard features of elections in El 
Salvador, where the FMLN has 
called for boycotts of every elec¬ 
tion this decade. 

The rebels argue that only pro¬ 
found social and economic 
change will resolve the problems 
of this nation of more than five 
million — not a change in admi¬ 
nistrations. 

The turnout for the 1984 pres¬ 
idential election was about 75 per 
cent. Nearly 1.8 million people 
are registered to vote Sunday. 

Unless they give one of the 
candidates more than 50 per cent 
of (be vote, there will be a runoff 
between the top two contenders. 

The FMLN called the election 
boycott and traffic ban after the 
government rebuffed its offer to 
take an indirect role in the elec¬ 
tion and respect is outcome if 
certain conditions were met. 


Sorcery a booming business in Italy 


By Paul Holmes 

Reuter 

NAPLES. Italy — Sorcerer 
Gennaro Brianti had spent a 
busy night at the graveyard. 

“Excuse me but I have been 
up all night at the cemetery.” 
said Brianti. yawning and rub¬ 
bing his eyes to stay awake 
during an interview at his 
office in Naples. 

“You can work better there. 
It's quiet and it's fertile 
ground... and then there are 
certain things that can only be 
done in a cemetery." 

Brianti is in a business with 
no lack of customers in Italy, 
where aged-old beliefs in 
spells, curses and witchcraft 
mingle with modern industrial 
life and Roman Catholicism. 

A report by the social re¬ 
search institute ISPES entitled 
“devil’s money or the market 
in the occult" estimates Italy 
has 18,000 magicians and for¬ 
tune-tellers earning the equiva¬ 
lent of SI billion a year cater¬ 
ing to the superstitious. 

“People come to us when 
they have lost hope in all other 
solutions. We are their last 
resort.” said Brianti. who 
claimed a clientele that ranged 


from simple country folk to 
“important members of parlia¬ 
ment at government level.” 

“They may come because 
business is bad or their crops 
won’t grow because someone 
has put a curse on them or just 
to find out what the future 
holds," he said. 

Brianti was evasive about 
exactly what work he had been 
doing at the cemetery. “I went 
there. I performed rituals, 1 
put certain things right, and 
then I came back.” he said. 

His waiting room on the 
morning of a recent visit held 
about half a dozen people 
seeking his services as a sooth¬ 
sayer, exorcist and lifter of 
.assorted evil spells. 

Thev included a woman 
Brianti said had been cursed to 
stay a spinster and a man 
whose pizza restaurant in 
Venice had lost money because 
someone bad put the “evil 
eye" on him. “I send the curses 
back to those who ordered 
them,” Brianti said. 

The tools of his trade are few 
“magnetised water, salt, red 
and white candles, a magic 
dagger and courage, a great 
deal of courage.” 

Brianti charges 50,000 lire 


($40) for a basic consultation, 
though ISPES said the final 
cost of hiring a magician could 
be as high as 20 million lire 
(S15,000) for exorcising a 
“death curse." 

“Popular pre-industrial, ru¬ 
ral magic has been replaced by 
a hybrid form of industrialised 
occult," the ISPES report said, 
noting that the modern magi¬ 
cian surrounded himself with 
an aura of professionalism. 

Brianti, 52, typifies the mod¬ 
ern Italian magician! He wears 
a smart jacket and tie and a 
.sign in the street outside his 
office advertises the services of 
“knight Commander G. Brian¬ 
ti. operator of the occult." 

The walls of his well- 
appointed office are plastered 
with framed cuttings of popu¬ 
lar Italian newspaper reports 
about his cases, photographs of 
television appearances and 
dozens of certificates from 
magicians' guilds and conven¬ 
tions. 

“You have seen my diploma 
from Pope John Paul," said 
Brianti, referring to a framed 
“personal Papal blessing.” of 
the type tourists can buy at 
souvenir shops around the 
Vatican. 


Brianti claims an .association 
with the supernatural that goes 
back to the night of his birth, 
•when he said three women 
dressed in black came looking 
for him. 

At the age of five during 
World War II, be said, he was 
predicting air raids on Naples 
10 minutes before the sirens 
sounded and he has been oper¬ 
ating in the occult full-time for 
more than 20 years. 

He is inspector general of 
the “European register of pro¬ 
fessional operators of the 
occult,” one of several guilds 
in Italy, says he pays his taxes 
and wants parliament to reg¬ 
ulate his trade by law. 

“That would give more 
security to the people who 
need us. They would know 
they were getting a serious, 
professional service," Brianti 
said. 

“There’s an enormous num¬ 
ber of pseudo-magidans, faith 
healers and fortune-tellers, 
most of them charlatans who 
dabble in the business without 
knowing anything about it." 

Some Roman Catholic 
priests are authorised to act as 
exorcists, but the church 


frowns on lay practitioners, 
along with the self-proclaimed 
miracle-workers and visionar¬ 
ies who proliferate in Italy. 
One parish priest in Palermo, 
the Sicilian capital, recently 
warned his congregation about 
the dangers of dealing with 
magicians after learning that 
some had paid five million lire 
($13,800) to have the “evil 
eye” lifted. 

“Many of the faithful have 
been reduced tq misery ” said 
Father Salvatore Caione. 

“Curses do not exist. Don't 
spend millions. Have more 

faith.” 

The less-developed south 
has traditionally been the most 
superstitious, but internal 
migration accompanying Ita¬ 
ly’s postwar industrial boom 
helped blur the distinction. 

The ISPES report found 
prosperous northern regions 
around the finandal and in¬ 
dustrial capitals of Milan and 
Turin had the most ‘operators 
of the occult’ in Italy. 

And it revealed a supersti¬ 
tion among magicians them¬ 
selves. One in 10 say it-would 
bring bad hide not to charge 
their customers. 






ANTI-STRESS -The latest rage on the French Riviera 

is these ‘anti-stress’ glasses which display changing colours and 
play soothing musk through the headset. 


Sweden uncovers 
bugging conspiracy 


STOCKHOLM (R) — The 
Swedish government said Friday 
it had uncovered a plot to bug the 
country's deputy foreign minis¬ 
ter in connection with the hunt 
for the murderer of Prime Minis¬ 
ter Olof Palme. 

Public Administration Minister 
Bengt Johansson said Deputy 
Foreign Minister Pierre Schori 
was the intended surveillance 
target of a secret inquiry last year 
into the Palme murder. 

The covert operation collapsed 
when an investigator was caught 
trying to smuggle illegal eaves¬ 
dropping equipment into 
Sweden. Justice Minister Anna- 
Greta Leijon, who authorised the 
probe, resigned- 

“This is damnable. It is abso¬ 
lutely terrible that things should 
have come to this," said Schori. 

Johansson said Schori 
appeared to have been part of the 
Palme investigation because he 
once met a Kurdish woman who 
later became a suspect in the 1986 
assassination. 

“I have gone through material 
provided to me by the govern¬ 
ment prosecutor and can say that 
all allegations linking Pierre 
Schori to terrorism are false,” 


Johansson told reporters. 

Schori was one of Palme’s 
closest aides and in considered a 
key figure in Swedish foreign 
policy relating to Third World 
questions and one of-his country’s 
foremost diplomats. 

The allegation on Schori's in¬ 
tended bugging was the latest in a 
series that has shocked the Swed¬ 
ish political establishment in re¬ 
cent weeks and deepened a rift 
between the ruling Soria] Demo¬ 
crats and the Swedish secret 
police service known as SAPO. 

Last weekend. Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Sten Andersson said he had 
been a victim of electronic eaves¬ 
dropping in the 1970s when he 
was Social Democratic general 
secretary. 

Palme was killed by a lone 
gunman Feb. 28, 1986, while 
walking home from the cinema. 
Investigators were initially con¬ 
vinced that he was victim of a 
political conspiracy and concen¬ 
trated their inquiries on left-wing 
Kurdish immigrants to Sweden. 

But the Kurdish theory later 
fell apart and police are currently 
holding a 42-year-old Swede with 
a long criminal record as sus¬ 
pected murderer. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

Mozambique famine kills 5,000 

MAPUTO (R) — Famine caused by war and drought has killed 
5,000 people in northern Mozambique since January, the official 
Mozambican News Agency AIM said Thursday. Catholic mis¬ 
sionaries last month reported 3,591 famine-related deaths in 
Memba district's Nampula province between Jan. 5 and Feb. 17. 
On Tuesday they told the government the death toll had since risen 
to nearly 5,000, AIM said. State-run Nampula Radio said 75 per 
cent of Memba’s 184.000 people were faring acute food shrotages 
and needed emergency aid. The government is sending 60 tonnes 
of relief food to Memb3 a day, AIM said. 

Youth curfew in U.S. capital 

WASHINGTON (R) — The mayor of Washington grudgingly 
announced Wednesday be will allow an emergency, police- 
enforced curfew for youth to take effect as part of the U.S. capital’s 
war against drugs and murder. Mayor Marion Barry told reporters 
he would have preferred a more liberal curfew law than the one 
approved by the city council to keep people under 18 years old off 
the streets after II p.m. on weekdays and after midnight on 
weekends. Those caught would be detained in police stations until 
parents or guardians could (tick them up. Police have opposed the 
curfew as unforceable. But the council approved it as a way to fight 
a drug epidemic and murder wave which resulted in a record 372 
murders — most of them drug-related in 198S and 107 already this 
year. 

World is wetter, but not everywhere 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Land areas of the planet have gotten 
wetter over the last century or so, but the rainfall increases have 
overlooked some large areas, a new study discloses. South Africa 
and Australia have received measurable increases in precipitation 
since the late 1800s, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) reported. But there has been a decline in 
Africa and in tropical areas of the Northern Hemisphere, the ! 
agency said. The analysis of rainfall patterns was compiled by 
NOAA’s Henry F. Diaz, R.S. Bradley of the University of 
Massachusets and Jon Eischeid of the University of Colorado. 
Their findings are to be published in an upcoming issue of the 
Journal of Geophysical Research. While the scientists looked az ! 
nearly a century of records, Diaz said that the primary period of 
increasing rainfall occurred from the 1940s to the mid-1950s and 
seems to have levelled off since then. 

Rebels kill 5 Sri Lankan officers 

COLOMBO (R) — Left-wing rebels killed five policemen in 
attacks Wednesday and Thursday, military sources said. They said 
two rebels were killed and six policemen wounded in the clashes. 
Deputy Defence Minister Ranjan Wijeratne told reporters the 
attacks appeared an attempt to distract security forces who are 
conducting an offensive against the rebels. Wijeratne declined to 
name the rebels but police blamed the attacks on the Peoples 
Liberation Front. Three policemen and two rebels were killed 
when the guerrillas stormed a police station at Mutugama, 45 
kilometres south of Colombo, shortly after noon Thursday, the 
sources said. 

Pakistan bomb hits U.K. library 

PESHAWAR (R) — A British library was damaged by a bomb in 
the northwest Pakistani city of Peshawar Wednesday. The blast 
damaged the roof and shattered windows but caused no casualties 
as the building was closed at the time. The library belonged to the 
British Council, a semi-official organisation which promotes British 
culture and the teaching of English abroad. 


‘Let us cheat 
or else’ 

DHAKA (R) — Students en¬ 
raged at attempts to stop them 
cheating attacked police and 
teachers with homemade bombs, 
knives and rocks at the start of 
month-long secondary school ex¬ 
aminations in Bangladesh, police 
said Friday. Police said nearly 100 
people were injured during the 
disturbance Thursday and more 
than 2,500 students were expel¬ 
led. Police opened fire to disperse 
crowds at Baidyerbazar, 60 
kilometres from Dhaka, after stu¬ 
dents, their friends and relatives 
rampaged through examination 
halls. Elsewhere, police used 
teargas and truncheons to restore 
order after students chased 
teachers and tore up examination 
papers. Some police were also 
injured. They said at many places 
outside the capital students pro¬ 
tested against tight monitoring by 
teachers and demanded their 
friends be allowed to send in 
help. To try to prevent trouble, 
authorities earlier banned 
assemblies of more than four 
people near examination centres. 
During certificate examinations 
last year, students chanted “we 
seek the right to copy” and “ex¬ 
pel unsympathetic invigilators.” 

Mosquitoes delay 
Indian plane 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Swarms of 
mosquitoes invaded the cockpit 
of an Indian Airlines plane at 
Calcutta airport and delayed the 
flight for two hours, news reports 
say. The pilot of the Boeing 737 
made the discovery when he 
climbed into the cockpit shortly 
before departure Monday, 
according to United News of In¬ 
dia (UNI) and Press Trust of 
India (PTI). Airport authorities 
arranged to have the cockpit 
cleared, and the plane took off 
for the eastern city of Dibrugarh. 
805 kilometres northeast of Cal¬ 
cutta. 

Inmate steals cars 
to go to funeral 

WAUKESHA, Wisconsin (AP) 

— An inmate given a three-day 
pass from jail to attend a funeral 
stole two cars in getting there and 
back, authorities said. Daniel H. 
Browning. 32. left the second car 
parked across the street from the 
Waukesha County courthouse, 
authorities said. He was charged 
Tuesday with two counts of driv¬ 
ing a car without owner consent. 
Court papers said Browning, who 
was in jail for burglary, stole a car 
but abandoned it at a motor hotel 
because it ran poorly, then stole 
another and drove it to his sister’s 
funeral in October. 

Rabbit ban lifted 
for Easter 

ROTHSCHILD, Wisconsin (AP) 

— Getting into the Easter spirit, 
the village board has lifted a ban 
against rabbits. Since the 1960s, 
an ordinance had prohibited 
everyone except slaughterhouses 
and*meatpacking plants from 
keeping rabbits and some other 
kinds of animals. But after the 
ordinance was criticised by resi¬ 
dents who had been secretly rais¬ 
ing rabbits, the board voted Mon¬ 
day night to take rabbits off the 
list of undesirable animals. Like 
dogs and cats, rabbits will have to 
be licensed and will be limited to 
two per household. Village Presi¬ 
dent Daniel Gorski, who said he 
is not an animal hater, voted 
against the proposal, saying: "We 
had people with rabbits behind 
my house, and they had unsightly 
hutches." But trustee Jack Olson, 
who voted for the measure, 
joked: “We have to (allow rab¬ 
bits) because Easter is coming.” 
According to tradition, the Eas¬ 
ter bunny brings treats to children 
for the holiday. 

Cher’s boyfriend 
sentence delayed 

LOS ANGELES f AP) — Sent¬ 
encing for Rob Camilletti. boyf¬ 
riend of actress-singer Cher, was 
postponed because of a dispute 
over where he should perform 
community service for smashing a 
photographer's camera. Judge 
Ronald Schoenberg indicated he 
will order Camilletti. 24, to pay 
SI .050 in fines, make restitution, 
do 300 hours of community ser¬ 
vice and serve 24 months proba¬ 
tion. said prosecutor's office 
spokesman Mike Qualls. Schoen¬ 
berg reset sentencing for April 4 
after meeting Tuesday with depu¬ 
ty city attorney Renee Laurents 
and defence lawyer John Forbes. 
Laurents said the defence wants 
Camilletti to perform community 
service in New York, where he 
lives. Camilletti pleaded no con¬ 
test Feb. 28 to two counts of 
vandalism. He was accused of 
trying to use his Ferrari to run 
down free-lance photographer 
Peter Brandt and smashing 
Brandt's camera outside Cher’s 
home last July. 




















